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}§ HAVE never read any comment on it, 
but I take it for granted that Raphael's 
; great painting of Jesus and his mother 
mn the Dresden gallery is an attempt to de- 
scribe the thoughts and emotions of the 
mother and her child at the presentation in 
the temple. Mary, listening to the words of 
Simeon, presents and yet holds back her 
hild, and her unfocused eye seems to be 
Alled with wonder and awe as she sees far 
in the distance the strange destiny of the 
child who rests in her arms. 

In this statement of the destiny of Jesus, 
there are three things said of Him—all of 
them strikingly illustrated and fulfilled in 
tthe life of Jesus, in the history of His Church 
ever since, and in the lives and hearts of 
rmen today. First, that Christ is to men either 
ca blessing or condemnation. Second, that 
HHis presence, His truth, His church, will ever 
create opposition. And third, that Christ, 
IHimself, is the revealer of the thoughts of 
‘the heart, the supreme touchstone of human 
inature. 


(Christ is either a Blessing or a Condemnation 


When Simeon, inspired by the Holy Ghost, 
‘said that Christ is set or appointed, estab- 
llished for the falling and rising again of 
;many in Israel, what he means is not that 
‘Christ is sent by God to make men stumble 
-and fall, but that stumbling and rising again 
‘will ever be the effect of His person and His 
truth as men encounter Him upon the path- 
way of life. In Christ there is no neutrality. 
Men are either for Him or against Him. 
They rise through Him, or because of Him 
they fall. 

We know how true this was during 
Christ’s life upon earth. There were many 
who were offended in Him; many who 
stumbled and fell—the scribes, the Pharisees, 
‘the Sadducees, Herod, Pilate; Caiaphas, Judas 
all of these men fell, whereas others rose. 
“Many who stood high fell; many who were 
poor and humble were exalted. To some His 
person and His doctrines present insuperable 
difficulty and make demands which only 
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serve to arouse the bitter antagonism of the 
heart, and the very righteousness of these 
demands, the reasonableness of them only 
the more arouses the antagonism of human 
nature. 

This is why it is a solemn and searching 
thing to be confronted with Christ in the 
Scriptures, in the proclamation of the 
Church, in the lives of His followers. To 
have a duty presented to us and then refuse 
it; to have a higher path opened for us and 
decline it; to have a sin revealed to us, and 
refuse to leave it or mourn over it—this is 
to stumble, and to fall. But to obey, to 
change our life, to repent, to believe—this is 
to rise to new levels of character. 

It has become sort of a fashion today to 
eulogize doubt, and praise doubters as super- 
ior minds, and presumably superior char- 
acters. It is worthwhile remembering, there- 
fore, that we have nothing of this in Christ, 
or in the Scriptures, and that Christ makes 
it clear that the different attitudes of men 
towards Him is to be accounted for by a dif- 
ference in their hearts, He told them plainly 
that the reason they did not believe in Him 
and love Him was because the love of the 
Father was not in their hearts. They were 
not of the truth, therefore, they would not 
come unto Him. In the great doctrines of the 
Christian faith, the Incarnation, the Atone- 
ment, the Resurrection, the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, the ert intercession of the Son 
of God and His Second Coming to judge 
men and angels—in these doctrines some find 
only an occasion for scorn and angry rejec- 
tion, and others treat them as impossible and 
old-wives tales; while others again rise upon 
these granite foundations of faith to holiness 
of life and fellowship with God. They find 
them to be not a stumbling block as some 
do, or foolishness as others do, but the power 
of God and the wisdom of God. How shall 
we account for this ditference, this contrast- 
ing reaction to Christ and His Gospel? Not 
in environment; not in training; not in edu- 
cation, or heredity—for those who have had 
the same training, environment, heredity and 
education immediately part company in the 
presence of Christ. Some stumbling upon 
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Him and falling, others rising through faith 
and obedience to nobility and beauty of life. 
“The reason,” Christ says, “is a difference 
in life.” 

The last scene in the earthly life of Christ 
is a tragic demonstration of the way in which 
Christ divides among men. It was a prefig- 
uration, too, of His influence upon human 
nature through all the ages. There He hung 
between the two thieves, one of whom 
reviled Him and cursed Him and mocked, 
while the other said, ‘““Remember me when 
thou comest into thy Kingdom.’ So Christ is 
set for the falling and rising again of many 
souls, so He divides between men. He is the 
savor of death unto death, or to others the 
savor of life unto life. It is this fact which 
gives an immense earnestness and solemnity 
to the preaching of Christ and His Gospel. 
No one can hear it without being made 
thereby either better or worse. It is the proc- 
lamation of life eternal to them that believe; 
the proclamation of death to them that reject 
Him. 


Christ will always be opposed in the World 


“Behold this child is set for a sign which 
shall be spoken against.” The angels, when 
they announced the birth of Christ, had fore- 
told only His glory and His triumph. It 
remained for the devout Simeon to tell the 
plain ‘truth that Christ who had come in the 
beauty of holiness and innocence, the incar- 
nation of divine love and pity and compas- 
sion would be encompassed by hatred and 
enemies at every step in His earthly career, 
until at length the storm of human passion 
and anger broke over His head upon the 
cross. 

There are many ‘scenes in the history of 
the human race which are of a nature to un- 
deceive. those who will know nothing of 
human nature but its original goodness and 
excellence. But the one chapter in the his- 
tory of humanity which forever refutes such 
a definition of human nature is that chapter 
which relates for us the life and the death 
of Jesus Christ. In that chapter we learn 
what human nature is and to what length 
it will go. This child is set for a sign which 
shall be spoken against. When I recall that 
some said He had a devil, others that He was 
mad—that men took up stones to stone Him, 
that they tried to throw Him over a preci- 
pice, that they betrayed Him and mocked 
Him and spat upon Him and crowned Him 
with thorns, crucified Him, and reflect that 
I share the same nature as those men, then 
I come to understand how far the heart can 
go in its rebellion against God. 
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In how striking a manner, the pea 
of Simeon has been fulfilled. Wherever) 
Christ, His cause, His Church, His Gospel, } 
His doctrines, His true disciples are, there} 
Christ will be spoken against. Wherever He! 
is not spoken against, wherever His Gospel 
is not rejected and scorned, but received with} 
polite courtesy or dismissed with cool indif- | 
ference, there you can be sure that it is not} 
Christ who is preached, and that what} 
appears to be the Gospel is another Gospel | 
which is not another. The Christ, the real} 
Gospel, will always be a sign to be spoken 
against. 

It is possible so to preach Christ that He 
shall not be spoken against. You can leave} 
out His awful claims to pre-existence, deity, ! 
world dominion and judgment; you can omit 
His stern demands upon believers; you can be 
silent as to the solitary and exclusive way of 
righteousness and salvation, by faith in Him 
alone—all these things which are repugnant 
to the natural mind and heart of man—you 
can leave out, but only to discover that Christ 
so preached is not a sign to be spoken’ 
against. St. Paul tells us in his letter to the 
Galatians how men urged Him to tone down | 
a little the terms of redemption, to persuade 
Him to say that although men were saved by 
Christ, it was also necessary for them to 
observe certain Jewish laws and rites. But, 
He said, that if He should do that, then 
would the offense of the Gospel cease. But 
what He declared to be the offense of the 
Gospel, that the sinner is saved only by His 
faith in Christ that to Paul was the power 
of the Gospel, the Gospel of which He was 
not ashamed, the Gospel in which he gloried 
—nothing less than this seems now to be the 
question before the Church of Christ. Shall 
the Gospel, a stone of stumbling or a rock 
of rising, a sign to be spoken against or a 
truth to be embraced with rapture, love and 
joy, shall it cease to be the Gospel, good 
news, and become merely good advice, medi- 
tation, observation, warning? 


Christ is the touchstone of human hearts 


Behold this Child that the thoughts of 
many hearts may be revealed. The one great 
purpose of our earthly probation is that God 
might know our hearts. Not that in His 
omniscience, He cannot know and see what 
is in the heart. now, or what the heart will 
do in the years to come, but rather that» by 
the experience of life, by the use or abuse 
of its opportunities and its dispensations, 
every man should write a description of His 
character. This, we are told was His purpose 
in His dealings with Israel. ‘Thou shalt re 
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member all the way which the Lord thy God 
wath led thee, these forty years in the wil- 
lerness that he might humble thee to prove 
hee, to know what is thine heart, whether 
thou wouldst keep His commandments or 
not." The life of the heart is the critical 
thing. Out of the heart are the issues of life, 
10t what goes into a man, but what comes 
mut of his heart defileth him. If men do not 
cove Christ it is because the love of God is 
10t in their hearts. With the heart, man 
pelieveth unto life. It is therefore in har- 
mony with this great fact of life that Christ 
es declared to be the One who above al! 
others tests the heart and reveals its secrets 
and its thoughts. The same sun which shines 
upon the earth today ripens the good seed, 
the wheat, and also the tares. The same sun 
hich scatters the darkness, dissipates the 
clouds, also draws out of the earth its nox- 
jious mists and vapors. So Christ acts upon 
the hearts of men. 

In Christ, the one great decisive, searching 
thing is His remedy for sin. Forgiveness 
hrough faith; cleansing through His blood. 
How that test at once reveals, searches a 
tman’s heart. When we say that He searches 
tthe heart of man, reveals its secret thoughts, 
‘we do not mean that in one man He dis- 


covers only that which is unworthy. For all 
have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God. But that in one, He discovers a refusal 
of God’s will and plan, and in the other a 
humble and grateful acceptance of it. In 
one; self-righteousness; in the other, the pub- 
lican’s cry —“‘God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner.” Let the cross be plunged down 
today into your heart; what is the reaction to 
it? Men speak of salvation by character. Yes, 
if by that you mean the Gospel standards: of 
character, the Gospel’s method of ascertain- 
ing the true character of a man’s heart. For 
the supreme test of character is the offer of 
Christ crucified, the acceptance or the rejec- 
tion of that shows the moral drift of a man’s 
nature and nothing that he can say or do, 
good or bad, is of the least. significance as 
compared with that acceptance or that rejec- 
tion. 

When Sir Walter Raleigh was led to the 
block his executioner asked him if his head 
lay right. Raleigh answered, “It matters 
little, my friend, how the head lies, provided 
the heart is right.” Here in the presence of 
God, here before Him to whom are revealed 
the secrets of all hearts, here before the cross 
of mercy and of love, what does your heart 
speak, how does your heart lie? 
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(The Call of the New Year) 


HE NEW YEAR, ’50, calls to us all for 
recognition and for response—for recog- 
nition of certain definite needs and for 

response in helping to meet those needs. 
There is always something -solemn—indeed 
something sacred—about the beginning of any 
New Year, but there is something especially 
solemn and sacred about this New Year. The 
‘reason for the special solemnity and sacredness 
about the beginning of the present New Year 
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is the place the year is to hold in history be- 
cause of the critical situation of the world 
and of its governments. 

The New Year calls to individuals, it calls to 
homes, it calls to every institution in society; 
it calls to governments, it calls to mankind 
everywhere to follow the light of the Divine 
in this darksome night of uncertainty and un- 
rest; and to seek to know and to do the will 
of the God of equity and of justice; the God 
of love and of truth always and at every cost 
—in order that humanity’s tomorrows may be 
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more-blessed with peace and plenty than have 
been its yesterdays. 

The New Year holds in its treasure box 
happiness and peace for all mankind if we 
will but meet God’s conditions. It is not a 
new world that is needed, but a new apprecia- 
tion of the fact that this is God’s world and 
that the topsy-turviness of things in God’s 
world is all due to the fact that mankind has 
been trying to bow God out of his own 
world, It is not a new environment and a 
change of circumstances that most of the un- 
happy people of the world need—what we 
need is a different attitude toward life, toward 
our surroundings, toward our fellowmen and 
toward God. A proper change of attitude 
under God can change the world. 

So the New Year calls for individual men 
and women and boys and girls who heretofore 
have ignored the purpose and plan of their 
Creator for their lives, and have spurned His 
love and disobeyed His laws—the New Year 
calls to all such to right-about-face and travel 
in the opposite direction in their thinking, in 
their way of living, in their attitudes and in 
their commitments. 

The New Year offers every person another 
chance to make good, another chance to play 
fair with the God in Whose world we live, 
another chance to be what in our best mo- 
ments we have aspired to be and what by 
God’s help, and only by His help, we can be. 
The New Year is the answer to the poet’s 
wish dream— 


“I wish there were some wonderful place 
Called the Land of Beginning Again 
Where all our mistakes and all our heart-aches 
And all our poor selfish griefs 
Might be dropped like a shabby old coat 
at the door 
Never to be put on again.” 


Thomas Carlyle, the great philosopher and 
historian of the past generation declared a 
truth that The New Year would have all men 
appreciate — “In the moral world, there is 
absolutely nothing impossible for a determined 
soul in league with God.” 

The New Year calls for all those who have 
claimed to be friends of Jesus Christ — for 
all church members of every name and creed— 
to seek a closer fellowship with each other, a 
closer fellowship with the Christ of the Resur- 
rection, and with their Heavenly Father, God. 
If Christian people cannot fraternize with each 
other here on earth, it is needless for them to 
contemplate the fraternity of heaven. If our 
creeds, our signs and our shiboleths separate 
us from one another they are also separating 
us from the God Whom we worship, 
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The New Year calls for all believers in the’ 
God of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ to’ 
present to the world a united front. that the 
unbelieving world which is so divided in its’ 
ideals and purposes may respect their faith and 
bow in reverence before their God. For “a 
divided church” longer to plead for ‘“A United 
world” is but meaningless sham and hollow 
mockery ! 

The New Year calls for the world itself to 
be set in order—for the leaders of the nations 
to cease their political quibbling and their sel- 
fish maneuverings for economic advantage; and 
to keep the interests of the common people, the 
whole world round, as their one and supreme 
concern. 

The populace has been used by political 
demagogues as mere pawns on the “‘chess-board 
of human destiny’ long enough; it is high 
time that “the common man’ secure recogni- | 
tion and opportunity for advancement. And 
that can never be done by any system of na-_ 
tional socialism or profane communism. It can | 
only be done by individual and universal com- 
mitment to the King of Kings, the Christ of 
God, the World’s Savior and Lord. Let the 
leaders of men and their followers throughout 
the world turn to Him with their love and 
their treasures and follow His guidance and 
do His will in the daily affairs of life, and a 
new world order—patterned after the King- 
dom of God itself—would be man’s heritage 
as naturally and as surely as day follows night. 
The only way the world can ever be set in 
order is for men and women and boys and 
gitls everywhere to accept the Lordship of 
God’s divine Son, Jesus Christ. The New. 
Year calls for the leaders of the nations 
and their followers to think on these things. 

The New Year calls for our own nation, 
blessed in material things above all other 
nations, to free itself from the bondage of its 
vices and its sins; its injustices and its inequi- 
ties. The New Year calls for our nation to 
be open and above board in all its inter- 
national relationships, and to build for world 
peace with a sincerity and with a passion that 
shall inspire other nations to join in the task. 

The New Year calls for our national defense 
forces to cease their rivalry among themselves” 
and truly unite in their plans and purposes for 
the welfare of the nation and of humanity at 
large. ? 

The New Year calls for the American people — 
to “wake up” in realization of the fact that — 
the organized liquor traffic is today “Enemy + 
No. 1” against our nation’s strength, happiness 
and security. John Barleycorn is in business 
purely and solely for profit at any price of 
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wonor or decency. Though he may pay the 
government a pittance of revenue for permis- 
ion to operate under its protection, statistics 
thow that he costs the government many times 
he amount thus received in caring for the 
moral, social and domestic wreckage resulting 
irom his operations. 

Someday the American people will ‘wake 
up’ to the realization of the selfishness, indeed 
the contemptuous greed, the profligacy, the in- 
famy, and the inhumanity of the legalized 
liquor traffic which has absolutely no regard 
for decency, for good citizenship, or for the 
2conomic security of the people; and which 
confessedly has no concern whatsoever about 
the nation’s welfare or its perpetuity. Some- 
day our nation will “wake up’ to that realiza- 
tion and will order John Barleycorn and his 
cohorts to “move out.” And the New Year 
calls to our nation to “wake up” now. 

The New Year calls for the United States 
[Department of Justice to follow through with- 
out delay in uncovering every trace of evidence 
existing and to make that evidence known to 
ithe people of the nation concerning the Com- 
‘munistic and all other subversive agencies 
tampering with the mechanics and the designs 
of our government. As Americans we have no 
quarrel with Communists operating where they 
belong, but they unequivocably do not belong 
in America. Russia may be for Communism, 
but America is for Democracy. The two have 
definitely nothing in common, but are abso- 
lutely antagonistic to each other—representing 
distinctly opposite poles of idealism, sympa- 


thies and interests. They can no more mix _ 


with each other than can oil and water. Com- 
munism is anti-democratic, anti-American, anti- 
Christian; and it brazenly acknowledges and 
declares that it is ‘all this and more.’’ Democ- 
racy seeks to free the people; Communism 
seeks to enslave the people. Those who prefer 
communism to democracy should go where 
communism is wanted and where it ts sanc- 
tioned and fostered. Their business in America 
should be concluded! 

And the American people have a right to 
know that their government is acting in good 
faith in its effort to purge at least govern- 
mental agencies of Communism and of all 
other subversive ideology. 

Moreover, the American people have a right 
to know to what extent Communists have al- 
ready filtered into our governmental regime. 
_ There dare not be any white-washing of offend- 
ers on this score, regardless of position held. 
The higher the position of influence held by 
an offender, the more urgent that his guilt be 
ascertained, because the more dangerous is the 
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occupant of that position and the more drastic 
should be the punishment meted out. 

The New Year calls to the American people 
to realize that this is no trifling matter, The 
future destiny of our nation may hang upon 
what is done from here on in exposing and 
bringing to judgment those guilty of using our 
governmental streams of influence for the 
spawning of this un-American ideology. The 
truth about how these enemies of democracy 
got in, how long they have been in, and what 
they have been doing, must be known and 
must be told to the people. The people have 
a right to know! 

We may naturally expect subtle techniques to 
be put into operation by legislators who them- 
selves find the fire beginning to get too hot 
under their own positions—we may naturally 
expect that subtle techniques by way of reso- 
lutions, etc., to block or defer action will be 
put into operation by such men whose own 
underpinning is becoming insecure by reason 
of the enquiry; we can expect them to try in 
every way possible to “clip the wings” of any 
Committee on Un-American Activities. But if 
such is permitted it will be to the everlasting 
shame of all lovers of decency in government. 
The traitorous guilt of the subversive person- 
alities, protected by their high position, should 
be exposed now without fear or favor. To 
silence enquiry would be the most un-Ameri- 
can procedure imaginable. 

Let those, who have insolently been biting 
the hand that has been feeding them, be made 
known—and let their punishment be accord- 
ing to their guilt and to the position of trust 
and of privilege which their audacity has 
gained for them. Such betrayal is blasphemous, 
pernicious and contemptible beyond the power 
of words to express. 

The New Year calls to the American people 
to face every governmental irregularity, every 
disrupting influence in their halls of legis- 
lation, every undesirable element in our body- 
politic—and to face them all courageously with 
heads up and hearts determined, declaring in 
the memorable words of Verdun,—"Il se ne 

as. “They shall not pass.” 

The New Year calls for courage, for deter- 
mination, for optimism, for hope, and, most 
important, for action. Without these, we shall 
not be worthy to travel far into the New Veat 
that lies ahead. 


—— 

We are too prone to measure the value of life by 
material production. We evidence too much pride 
in our achievements. We need to learn at the foot- 
stool of God what His plans are for what we pro- 
duce, and evidence humility in our enthusiasm for 
achieving His will among inen. 
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S A RULE we seldom turn to the “Jost 
and found” column in the daily news- 
paper unless we have lost or found some- 
thing of value. My attention was recently 
directed to the “lost and found” column, not 
because I had lost or found anything, but be- 
cause someone had declared that there are a 
great many more things lost than are found. 

To confirm the truth of this statement I 
picked up the Evening Bulletin one day last 
week and counted up the items listed. The 
statement was correct, if that day’s column was 
a fair sampling of all “lost and found’ col- 
umns. I counted thirty-six items lost; two 
items reported found. The great disparity in 
the numbers figuring in the two categories sug- 
gests first that a great many things wouldn’t 
get lost if people were less careless, and sec- 
ondly, that a great many things would be 
reported “found” if people were generally 
more honest. 

A word about the second observation. While 
the number of items “found” in any given 
“lost and found” column may be dispropor- 
tionately small, it does not necessarily mean 
that the country is going to the dogs fast on the 
skids of dishonesty. A great many things may 
be reported “‘lost’”” when in fact they are merely 
mislaid, like the proverbial old-fashioned spec- 
tacles which were “‘lost’’ the moment they were 
absent-mindedly pushed up on Grandpa’s fore- 
head. Then again, a great many things may 
be restored to the losers without ever needing 
to go through the “found” side of the column. 

The truth is, according to one investigator 
who tried to find out “how honest Americans 
were,” 94% of the American public try to do 
to others as they would be done by, namely, 
return what they find to the rightful owners 
as quickly as possible. The small number of 
““found”’ items, it is true, stamds as a perennial 
reminder to us that honesty is an indispensable 
Tequisite to a safe and happy social order, but 
more than that it cannot say. 

The more significant observation is that de- 
tiving from the “lost” side of the “lost and 
found” column: Something of the true sig- 
nificance involved here is grasped when you 
take a look at the items lost: in the particular 
column to which I have referred the items 
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lost and Sound 
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included dogs of all sorts, sizes, and colors; 
pocketbooks and handbags with and without 
money; bracelets, wrist-watches, a Lane Bryant 
package containing two dresses, size 60; even 
deeds to cemetery lots. That anybody would 
want to confiscate a burial lot is more than I 
can imagine! You might say, on the whole, the 
things reported lost were not inconsequential 
things any more than they were things of great 
intrinsic value. ' 

Generally they were things of acquired, 
sentimental value or things relating to normal, 
everyday needs and comforts. In all prob- 
ability they were things lost because of care- 
lessness in some form or other, but the point 
of greatest significance lies not in the careless- 
ness involved—noteworthy as that is, but in 
the fact that some things have to get lost 
before they get found. This means that we 
are blind to the value of a great deal that 
constitutes life about us, and only when we 
lose possession of these things, the taken-for- 
granted things, only then do we begin to find 
them. 


Some Things We Have Lost 


To bring this home to you, I must ask you 
to ponder frankly the situation which con- 
fronts us in modern America, and ask your- 
self what some of the things actually are which 
we have lost, to our sorrow. Certainly it 
would not be hard to name a great number 
of things. 

To begin with, there is lost to many people 
a true appreciation of the place and value of 
the Christian Sabbath. While a greater per- 
centage of our population, over 539% accord- 
ing to recently published statistics, is definitely 
related to organized religion in our land more 
than ever before, it is a different story when it 
comes to the observance of the Christian Sab-— 
bath, even worse when the attitude and con- 
duct of Christians themselves is considered in 
this regard. The increasing secularization of 
the Lord's Day, both deliberately and tacitly, 
is one of the alarming trends of our genera- 
tion. 

The automobile, the radio, outdoor sports, 
and now the advent of television have united 
to sluff off the long-cherished sacred institu- - 
tions which for generations have characterized — 
the Christian Sabbath, attendance at Church 
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and Church School, rest and quiet repose 
throughout the Day, Church-centered Sunday 
evening, Youth fellowship and church, a Day 
in a word, dedicated to the regeneration of 
the spiritual resources and the re-creation of 
the physical man besides. 

It is not a question whether the Church is 
ecrowded as such, it is a question whether 
pmodern America is losing a sense of what is 
vvital, one of the vital things being our wit- 
iness, by deed as well as by affirmation, to the 
high things of the soul, the things developed 
sand made strong in and through the living 
‘Church of God. I am frank to say that the 
|lassitude, the unconcern, the neglect of multi- 
ttudes of Christian people through the sum- 
imer, to say nothing about the winter season, 
‘is sufficient to indicate that we have lost a 
:most significant and priceless possession in los- 
‘ing a thorough-going appreciation of the sanc- 
tity and glory of our Lord’s Day of Rest. 

I could go on in the same vein and say we 
have lost a vital knowledge of the Bible, and 
the saving fellowship of the Church, but I 
have said enough to point in this direction 
and indicate something of the measure of our 
losses. Let me turn, rather, in another direc- 
tion and declare a tragic loss on the part of 
many in their evaluation of the place of 
work in the scheme of things. In the minds 
of vast numbers today work is regarded as a 
curse, an unavoidable burden, something we 
must do but something we ought to evade like 
poison. Unfortunately for such a viewpoint, it 
has no place in the kind of universe which 1s 
ours, where the time-tested rule is: “In the 
sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou 
return unto the ground;” (Gen. 3:19) nor 
has it any place in the Christian social order 
where human dignity inheres in all honest 
toil and where, in the words of Christ, “‘who- 
soever will be great among you, let him be 
your minister; and whosoever will be chief 
among you, let him be your servant.” (Mf. 
20:26) 

The truth is, work has within itself the fac- 
tors that make for effective living, if we will 
accept our work as a partnership with God. 
This will mean that we shall need to work in 
the spirit of craftsmen, performing with loving 
‘care every aspect of our toil with the clear 
‘knowledge that God works with us to cfown 
our labor with strength and meaning. Perhaps 
this is the secret underlying John Morley’s 

‘statement, “A clever joiner’ (meaning a cabi- 
"net-maker) “is the noblest work of God.” If 
“50, then each of us can well afford to echo 
Carlyle when he said, ‘May I write my books 
as my father built his walls.” No matter what 
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it is that we have been assigned to do in our 
workaday world, the paramount secret which 
so many people seem to have lost is simply 
this: No matter what I do from day to day, let 
me do it as a workman who needs not to be 
ashamed ! 

Not only have many lost their perspective 
regarding the meaning of work, but equally 
lamentable is the loss on the part of a large 
percentage of people of a proper realization 
of their interdependent relationship with all 
the peoples of our earth. This loss is tragic 
when we face the fact that we can no longer 
elect to live our life in a corner, that we have 
today geographically one world. 

How serious this loss is in potential disaster 
can be seen by recalling an incident from the 
experience of Dr, James Black of Scotland 
back in 1927. He was attending a conference 
at Budapest and one afternoon a group of the 
delegates strolled down to the blue Danube. 
A Hungarian delegate stretched out his hand 
and said, “Our beautiful Danube.” Where- 
upon an Austrian German, quick as a flash, 
said, “Our beautiful Danube.” And a Rou- 
manian delegate cried out, “Our beautiful 
Danube.” There was just a touch of tension 
in the air, according to Dr. Black, which all 
of them felt, until Dr. Black himself stretched 
out both his hands and said, ‘My beautiful 
blue black Danube,” with the emphasis on 
“my” and “black.” And immediately every- 
body was convulsed in laughter, everybody 
suddenly seeing how ridiculous each man's 
claim had been and how the beautiful Danube 


“really belonged to all of them. Unfortunately, 


this discovery did not carry very far or we 
should not have had the turmoil and conflict 
leading up to the Last World War. 

The point at issue is that the Danube was 
“their common ground,” and should have 
been a link joining them closer together. But 
because they lost the proper realization of their 
relationship to each other and the world which 
they shared together, they invited the dread 
desolations of fratricidal conflict. These and 
many other things are to be found in the “‘lost 
and found” column of today’s world, much to 
the sorrow of all mankind. 


Christ Came to Save What Is Lost 


If you have ever lost something, something 
which has had value and usefulness in your 
eyes, you know how profound is your anxiety 
and how deep your distress. And you know 
how diligently you immediately set about to 
seek what you have lost. If anybody else is at 
hand, one of the first things you do is to enlist 

(See page 531) 
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Rout Step! 


66 OUT STEP” may be the order, echoing 
down along the ranks of the army of 
believers, that the sanctity of Christ- 
mas may not be crashed to earth by the vibra- 
tion of the times, which threaten to make of 
it a Roman Holiday for barkers of wares, an 
orgy of commercialism. There have been 
faint echoes heard of such orders already. 

To think of any day, other than December 
25th, as Christmas, seems wholly alien to the 
Church, upon first consideration. But give 
the thought a second consideration. We 
observe not a particular day but a particular 
event which could be observed on any day. 
The day set aside for the celebration of the 
Birth of the Babe has no basic import so 
long as the event is celebrated. If the day 
we have named as our Christmas becomes 
cluttered and heavy with pagan and material 
trappings, with carousal and the insatiable 
scramble of the shop-keeper for profit, to 
the point where there is left no room for 
Him in our material inn, is it preposterous 
if the Church thought to salvage the spirit 
of the day from the fleshly setting the day 
has become? 

Early in November the ether waves ease 
into the Christmas orgy theme surreptitious- 
ly, to make possible for their avid sponsors, 
maximum physical profits through the holy 
season. Then by gentle artifice, the tempo of 
the sales campaign increases until by mid- 
December the Christmas hymns and Noels, 
dear to the heart of all believers, are under 
full swing on their annual sales campaign, 
and have become as sounding brass and 
tinkling cymbal of pecuniary air, to the ones 
from whose hearts the same strains are ex- 
pected to gush forth in ecstatic joy, in the 
Christmas Day services of the Church. How 
can such be when Christmas has been 
dragged in the gutters of the mart before it 
is lifted at the altar? 

We have seen the vanishing of Vespers. 
We have witnessed the passing of the Prayer 
Meeting. Much once considered vital in the 
peace of the Church has been superseded 

y less vital, or simply passed out of the 
scene leaving only emptiness behind. Christ- 
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mas and Easter, too, move in the same direc- 
tion. They will be propelled by the greater 
urgency, be that urgency material or spiritual. 
The day is material, so is it to be thought 
odd that many a believing heart, sensing the 
drift, is become concerned ? 

“Rout step” as an order, has a specific pur- 
pose. That is to break up the rhythmic pulsa- 
tion of countless feet moving in unison, thus 
to dampen and still the destructive vibrations 
they set up. 

“Rout step” might be the salvaging of the 
Christian’s Christmas, for it would permit 
each Church to set its own day for the cele- 
bration of Christ’s natal day, and by altering 
the measured step which brings us to Christ- 
mas on December 25th, would utterly con- 
fuse and confound those who would take the 
Babe from our lowly manger to drop Him 
in their laden tills, with other of their loose 
change. pis ee 


=-=- 
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A Fort Was There 


ES, this. is the spot. A large native 
stone bears an inscription telling the peo- 
ple who are able to find it, that here 
was a fort, erected in pre-revolutionary days. 
This and other forts had been built in a chain 
along the mountains for protection —a_pro- 
tection which had left friendship and was based 
on power, force and the possibility of death. 
Once a farm house had been there, also, for 
pioneers, seeking freedom, had wrested a liv- 
ing from the rocky soil. Through the weeds 
and brush, foundation remains can be seen, 
and on occasion a rattlesnake may be roused 
from its mid-day siesta, Old, gnarled and 
broken trees nearby tell that an orchard once 
bore fruit. As the sun sets in the west and 
dusk begins to creep over the earth, deer may 
be seen cautiously coming through the woods, 
seeking food. The eternal creative power of 
nature is silently, but surely, repossessing that 
which once was hers. Maybe it was a sub- 
conscious reaction, but the wind sounded much 
like a laugh as it blew through the trees over- 
head, a sarcastic, taunting, soul-piercing laugh 
On both sides of the mountain live peopl 
No longer do forts and force separate the 
sides. Fear is no more, for a better way 


een found. Folks go freely from one side to vated. Confidence, mutual understanding, re- 
the other and, when necessary, help each other. spect, forebearance, faith and hope have re- 
They have chosen to live at peace. Friendship, _ moved barriers and brought union —W. R. 
Hignity and a common citizenship are culti-  Siegart. 
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Be ica -US - pelle 


HE following cogitations are the result of an invitation to contribute whatever this feeble 

mind can yield on the subject, “Intelligent Tolerance — The Spread of Brotherhood.” 

If the sematic revolution were not raging today at such a fever pitch I would elab- 

orate on the second suggestion. But the phrase, “Intelligent Tolerance’ cries out for exam- 
ination and interpretation. 


Tolerance is not a good word. To speak of “intelligent tolerance” is like tryingvto strike a 
smatch m order to see the darkness. It is impossible for tolerance and intelligence to bear a log- 
ical relation. The former puts too much of a drag upon the latter. 


The word we want is “goodwill;” the phrase we are after is “intelligent goodwill.” The 
‘toncept now has meaning. One is now able to define love on its highest, most unselfish level, 
in terms of an idea pregnant with real significance. There is no love in mere tolerance. To 
“put up with someone,” (which really means to tolerate the person) precludes any conception 
of life flowing out to that person, and banishes any hope that the tolerated person will ever 
open up his life completely to the one doing the tolerating. 


Tolerance is the way we excuse and fool ourselves as we rationalize our present conduct 
and attitude toward those who, in our unguarded moments of Kiplingese sophistication, we 
call, “lesser breeds without the law.” : 


What of the intelligence? The word has been confused with learning, the accumulation © 
of facts and data and figures; associated with the endowments of the erudite sporting scholastic 
honors and wearing the academic toga. Intelligence is none of these. Intelligence is the antici- 
pation of consequences. That man is intelligent, who, in the light of an imaginative rehearsal 
of the consequences of what he is doing, or about to do, acts, expects, and in general adjusts 
accordingly. 

It is not intelligent good-will to be merely tolerant; it 1s imperative to see that only as 
we practice good-will are we intelligent. Exercising good-will is the only way the act of 
practice becomes a fact. Intolerance, which unlike tolerance, can be practiced, for this very 
reason is far more desirable than the insipid, tasteless, neutral, tepid fiction of tolerance. There 
is really no such thing as an act of tolerance, by very definition. Only good-will, or intoler- 
ance, can be practiced. Tolerance has been embraced because, for the sake of expediency, we 
have found it better not to act. This state of pragmatic inertia which tolerance spawns is what 
makes it the enigma that it is. Intolerance is at least an honest admission of our prejudices 
and is vigorous; tolerance is a solitary, nasty, brutish thing. How can the word “intelligence? 
bear even an adjectival relation with so hideous a concept as tolerance? 


Many Americans think they can meet the requirements of intelligent good-will by loving 
the souls of members of other races while holding their bodies in contempt. Intelligent good- 
‘will, however, does not see the other person from the point of view of one of bis functions, 
only. ; 

; Intelligent good-will is essentially interpersonal and not intergroupal. Democracy, which 
‘thrives best in such soil as is fertilized by personal allegiance to the principle of good-will, 
‘can actually be reduced to a matter of common decency and conscience. 


‘The acid test comes when the question is raised and insists on an answer from you, not 
as a member of a group, but as a person, an individual; “What do you think of Pei 
good-will? Has it your vote to he so if it can2 Your answer will determine whether or not 
this world, now a neighborhood, will become a ‘brotherhood. CHARLES E. BODDIE. 
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THE CHURCH 


AT WORK 


Your Christmas Candle-Lighting 
Communion Service 


As we draw near the end of the old year 
and approach the beginning of a new year, no 
service is quite so important as the Sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper. So we shall know 
something about the Sacrament, we shall em- 
phasize that it is a time of dear remembrance, 
not only of those who now keep the feast with 
us, but of those whom we have loved long 
since and lost awhile. 

A candle-lighting Communion is made more 
impressive, if when serving the actual Sacra- 
ment the lights are turned low and only the 
candles lighted. (Sanctuary and altar candles 
are large; those in other parts of the church 
are of sufficient size for safe and ample light- 
-ing to administer the Sacrament.) 

It was our Lord’s command: ‘This do in 
remembrance of me.” It may seem strange to 
some that we should associate the Cross and 
Calvary with a Christmas season Communion 
Service, but where is our “Peace” if it is not 
in the suffering Son of God? Where is the 
supreme glory and hope, if it is not in the 
“Cross”? Peace on earth to men of good- 
will is the foundation of the Christmas mes- 
sage; it is also the abiding foundation of the 
teaching of Jesus, including his message from 
the Cross, and all that led to the Cross. 

Our coming to the table of the Lord is the 
way to everlasting peace. Here we commem- 
orate what Jesus did when with His disciples 
at the table on the eve of His closing earthly 
ministry, the cup was passed and the bread 
was broken and the words, ‘This is my body’ 
... This is my blood . . .” were spoken, and 
His followers were invited to “‘do this in re- 
membrance of me.” Here we in solemn rever- 
ence partake of the emblems of His life among 
men; and here we are reminded of the solemn 
hours when the Word became flesh in order 
to live among men. Here we are made aware 
of the glory of that coming of the only be- 
gotten son of the Father, full of grace and 
truth. ; 
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As we continue our way through the chang- 
ing years, may we be granted the grace to 
come with grateful hearts to the Lord’s table 
in unbroken regularity as believers have come 
through near two thousand years. Christmas 
is the season when our hearts recall the many 
and wonderful things with which we are 
blessed, in family, friends, community and 
national life, and the privilege to express our 
gratitude in exercising our faith in worship to 
Him. Communion is a feast of remembrance; 
it is doing what He asked us to do in memory 
of Him. Presenting ourselves at the table of 
the Lord, we know in our hearts that we must 
first give ourselves in service to Him, in order 
to do-what Paul asked, “I beseech you there- 
fore brethren by the mercies of God that you 
present your bodies a living sacrifice wholly 
acceptable unto God which is your rea- 
sonable service.” It is through the love and 
mercy of God that we are able to partake of 
this sacrament, in memory of Jesus, the Christ, 
and what better Christmas gift can we make 
than give ourselves in service to Him. 

There is a tendency in celebrating the Lord’s 
Supper to keep our minds set steadfastly upon 
the past, rather than on the present, or a com- 
ing day. The feast of Remembrance empha- 
sizes the past; the Christmas Communion Fel- 
lowship should be one of the present, one 
looking into a coming day. Christmas promises 
a new day, a new year, a new order, a new way 
of life. Just as the Lord called his loved com- 
panions together for the last time, knowing 
that it was the closing of one chapter, and the - 
beginning of a new and greater adventure, so 
we are reminded of this fact at this season 
of the year. | 

Christmas is the season of emphasis on love, 
because our Saviour came to this earth through 
the unfathomable love of God, hence those — 
who love the Lord and believe in Him gather — 
round His table, there in holy communion to 
renew their covenant with Him, thus renew-. 
ing their strength to do His will in the com- 
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ing days.—Lewis Keast. 
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atch-Night Service 


_The beginning of a new year is the season 
of Inventory, not only for business establish- 
ments, and tax departments, but for individuals 

ho have a care for the coming day. The fol- 
towing New Year thoughts were assigned to 
young people who took a vital part in the 
Watch Night Service. 

(Prior to the service, a table was brought into the 
chancel from the kitchen of the fellowship rooms, 
yon which were placed two ordinary sand boxes from 
ythe pre-Primary Department. In one was a pile of 
two dozen bricks; in the other a pile of sand, and a 
ssmall watering can: filled with water. There was an 
<i fan, and a toy-tower made from a child's 
nmetal construction toy. Several large candles were 
aused for lighting the project.) 

Theme: Building a Life. (Matt. 7:24-27) 
_ Leader: Every House must have a founda- 
ttion upon which to stand, while serving the 
purpose for which it is built. Foundations are 
cof various kinds. Two kinds are mentioned in 
tthis parable of Christ’s—foundation of rock, 
sand foundation of sand. (One young man 
starts to build a wall of brick; another forms 
sa square of sand). He who hears and does 
ithe word of God founds his house of life upon 
trock; he who hears and does not, founds his 
|house of life upon sand. The time is coming 
‘when the foundations of our houses of life 
‘will be tested; the rains of trouble will descend, 
‘floods come, and the winds will beat upon us. 
‘Will our houses of life stand up under this? 

(Work continues at the sand tables and candles 
are lighted, other lights dimmed). 

Young Person: This is a very practical para- 
ble and has for us a practical message regard- 
ing the present hour. (Seemingly addressing 
the builders). Here we can demonstrate the 
building of suitable foundations for material 
and physical houses; here-we can test them, 
here we can see the results of the two kinds 
of foundations, and the results of the tests. 
Later, we shall see how this lesson may be ap- 

lied to our lives,—lives as many of us want 
to live them, and lives as Jesus Christ teaches 
us to live them. ae 

Builder of Brick: The only foundation for 
secure life-building is the hearing and heeding 
of Christ’s teachings. We must begin our foun- 
dation of Christian character with Him. 

Sad to relate, men try to build on other 
foundations; some attempt to build their lives 
on good intentions, noble parents, moral deeds, 
will power, prudence, the golden rule, some 
even on shrewdness. All these make unre- 
liable foundations for a time of testing; none 
will stand up under life’s storms of actual 
Giving (Turn on fan to blow on brick wall. 
Keep candles out of area.) 
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Young Person: Christ is the only foundation 
for life for three reasons: He alone can save 
us from the errors that undermine foundations. 
He alone can protect us from the storms of 
life that beat upon these foundations. He alone 
can direct us to the way in which those who 
weather the storms of life walk. 

Pastor: Let us witness the testing. The winds 
blow upon the wall; the rain descends upon 
our building, and we are made desolate unless 
we have that in our hearts which will with- | 
stand trial. (brick wall withstands blowing of 
fan; sand is washed away when water is poured 
on it.) God shall try every man’s work; He 
will know what sort it is. God subjects the 
true and the false to equally rugged testing,— 
the same temptations, the same afflictions, the 
same persecutions, sickness, death, and judg 
ment. 

Those lives founded on Jesus Christ emerge 
from the trial, strengthened and purified, ready 
for greater tests; the other cannot “‘abide the 
evil days” and draw back into seeming secur- 
ity, and are swept away to destruction. 

Young Person: When should one choose a 
foundation for life? How do we know a false 
foundation, and why it is unsafe? What are 
some of the tests for which the foundations 
must be ready? 

Builder of Bricks: When the sky is black 
with the coming storm, it is too late to set a 
foundation, The storms of life do not give 
much advance notice,—witness the cyclones, the 
earthquakes, the floods, the hurricanes. Against 
these, only that which was builded well from 
the very first stone will stand. 

Pastor: In the parable, the wise man built 
his house upon a firm foundation of stone. 
They that trust in the Lord, and do His will, 
cannot be overcome by storms and testing, 
because Almighty God is their foundation. In 
case of the foolish man, he trusted his all to 
a pile of sand; it fell, and was washed away. 
The way of all building upon a foundation 
other than God, it will perish. 

Builder of Sand: We are told the story of 
the rebuilding of the Eddystone lighthouse, 
where a noted engineer, Whitstanley, contracted 
to rear a structure which should withstand 
(Here move the toy tower into the area before 
the fan) the assaults of time and tempest. So - 
confident was he in the showy structure of his 
own skill, that he offered to lodge in it with 
the keeper, while the gales were blowing; and 
he was true to his word. (Turn fan on full 
current to blow over the tower.) P 

Young Person: But the first tremendous 
tempest which caught the insecure tower in 
its folds hurled both the building and the 
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builder into the foaming sea, taking with them 
the innocent and trusting keeper. 

Pastor: We fear too many souls are basing 
their hopes for eternal safety upon the sands 
and towers not made to withstand the testings 
to which we shall all be subjected. Let us 
make sure that when the testing winds and 
floods come upon us, when the winds beat upon 
our houses of life, we may through the Grace 
of Almighty God, and the Love of Jesus 
Christ, stand firm in the knowledge that noth- 
ing can blow or wash away the foundations 
upon which our faith rests. We shall not 
escape the testing, because all are tested alike; 
we shall escape destruction, because we stand 
upon the Rock of God, who will make us 
ready for greater things. (S.A.W.) 

a 


Hymns, and other parts of this program 
should be chosen, so that all may take part. 
Every person attending should be invited to 
take part in the fellowship meeting in the 
dining hall, for the preparation of the sand- 
wiches, and other refreshments. 


ee 
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Watch-Night Service 


Readers who have asked about the Pageant, 
“Passing of the Old Year’’ by Roy L. Smith, 
will find this on page 77 of Pantomimes and 
Pageants, a volume by Dr. Smith, containing 
eleven programs for special occasions. -‘‘Pass- 
ing of the Old Year” is designed for a New 
Year program, and can be presented by any 
young people’s group, with the help of the 
choir and pastor. 


Prayer for the New Year 


O Lord our God, at the beginning of the 
new year we come to Thee who alone knowest 
the future of thy children. We are today set- 
ting out upon a voyage into a new day, ignor- 
ant as to whether it will be among dangerous 
rocks and shoals, or the open and vast sea. 
As mariners correct the instruments for keep- 
ing their ships upon the true and desired 
course before they venture forth, so we entreat 
thee to work upon our consciences, our desires, 
and our aims in life, and keep our souls sensi- 
tive to the mysterious movements of Th 
Spirit, so we may feel a kinship with Thee 
without ceasing. 

We beseech Thee, Heavenly Father, to 
strengthen us in our desire to yield ourselves to 
Thy care and direction, as we walk forth into 
a new and uncertain day; help us to realize 
Thy Presence in all things confronting us, so 
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we may walk without fear and _ hesitation, 
knowing Thy hand is charting the course. _ 
Help us, O Gracious Lord, to leave behind 
us the yesterdays, the joys and griefs attend- 
ing each step, the coming of new and joyous 
lives, the passing of those whom Thou hast 
called to Thee, the forming of new homes, 


the services to others in Thy Name,—all these 


have become a part of what we are today, and _ 
grant us grace to build upon that foundation 

according to Thy will and pattern for the days” 
ahead. 

We pray Thee especially for grace to under- 
stand and to minister in loving spirit to those 
who have suffered through no fault of their | 
own; those who have learned the chill of 
loneliness and who in dark hours are fearful” 
of the path ahead; those who are in need of 
shelter, clothing, and nourishment for the body, 
in readiness for Thy purpose. Help us to keep” 
our minds and hearts steadfast in the certain 
knowledge that all men in every land are Thy 
creatures, and worthy of Thy love, and our 
service, 

Heavenly Father, help us to cherish the love © 
and kindness of those who serve in Thy Name, 
forgetful of self; encourage, strengthen, com- 
fort and guide them to greater accomplishments — 
in Thy Name and to Thy Glory. 

For ourselves, Heavenly Father, help us to- 
reach far beyond the seemingly attainable goals; _ 
help us to outgrow and over-reach any resolu- 
tions we may have been led to make in a mo- 
ment of thoughtless abandon. losing sight of 
the one great truth that ALL things are possible 
through Thee. Hold Thou fast to our hands 
along the path ahead; draw us nigh to Thee 
when our blindness might cause us to lose our 
way; set us free from all love for material 
possessions for their own value; help us to 
realize the true stewardship of that which Thou 
hast placed in our keeping. Grant us righteous 
anger in the face of wrong; fill our hearts with 
pity and compassion for all those who need 
Thee and have not found Thee in reality. Go 
with us, we pray Thee, step by step, from 
each morning's rising to the close of the day. 
Guard us in our hours of relaxation and rest, 
sO we may renew our tasks in Thy Name with 
added enthusiasm and determination. Through - 
Thee, O Lord, we seek to walk in honor and- 
confidence, as only those who have learned~ 
Thy secret may do. We ask this blessing in 
Jesus’ Name. Amen. J 
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"80% of the cases of serious delinquency in Nev 
York State show that neither the offender nor parent 
are church members.” —James B. Nolan, Deput; 
Police Commissioner. . cs 
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My Preaching Program 
MILTON THOMAS 


: My year is over. Once again I have assem- 
bled my sermon-themes and reviewed them in 
iine with the major emphases that have been 
heirs during the year. These emphases, to- 
wether with special occasions and miscellaneous 
sermons, make up the preaching program for 


the year. My charge is a rural field with 
three churches. I preach at each church once 
i Sunday. The evening service includes the 


rrouth fellowship for all churches together and 
makes a place for older folk as well. Occa- 
sionally I am invited to speak in the evening, 
Sut most of the preaching is on Sunday morn- 
lings with an occasional midweek sermon. 
Where are no revival sermons as visiting evan- 
egelists held services in two of the churches. 

I always try to emphasize the person, work, 
zand teaching of Jesus Christ. This is central. 
While this has been touched upon in many 
ssermons, I have preached three sermons on 
tthis particular topic. Then I feel that “The 
(Church and Its Work” is also important. We 
IProtestants fail to make the emphasis the 
}Roman Catholics do. If they overdo it, we 
‘certainly underdo it. I preached eight ser- 
‘mons in this field, four on the Methodist 
‘Church in particular, and four on the general 
‘phase. Akin to this were three sermons on 
“Missions.” Then I preached four sermons 
‘on “Special Local Needs.” From a study of 
the make-up of these special churches I out- 
lined this preaching emphasis. 

Usually, each year, I follow a special study 
which results in a series of sermons. This 
year it was “Psychology and Religion.” I gave 
these special themes then added for reference 
the psychological terms. 

“Understanding Our Faith” was a special 
emphasis for the year. This was found in 
other sermons, but I preached four which 
definitely belong to this field. These were 
preached both Sunday mornings and evenings. 
The spiritual life also needs a continuous em- 
phasis. Besides a general emphasis in most 
sermons I preached two sermons on “The Two 
Commands of Jesus.” Then for five Lenten 
“midweek services I preached with this em- 
_ phasis. y 

The Holy Scriptures have a large place in 
my preaching. While I seldom use specific 


texts, the Bible is largely used in sermon de- 


velopment. Many of my sermons are definite 
Bible studies. For instance, on Special Occa- 
sions the following were Bible studies: Unt 
versal Bible Sunday, Week of Prayer, Mem- 


{ 


orial Sunday, and Pentecost. Each summer we 
have held a Bible Conference. This has been 
a cooperative program with another minister, 
in which we choose a general topic and then 
divide it. This summer we used as a general 
topic, “Jesus and His Teachings.” The other 
minister took the division, ‘““The Person and 
Work of Christ,’ while I developed ‘The 
Teachings of Jesus.’” These were followed on 
Sunday evenings and midweek services. 
My program in outline: 


Jesus Christ 
Redemption Through Jesus Christ. 
The Coming of the Lord. 
Our Lord’s Return. John 14:8, 


The Church and Its Work 
The Wesleyan Revival in England. 
FKarly American Methodism. 
Methodism Today. 
Methodist Procedure. 
The Witness of the Christian Church. 
For Christ and His Church, 
A Crusade of Evangelism, 
Service Through the Church. 


Missions 
The Broad and Binding Obligation Resting on the 
Churches for the Evangelization of the World. 
Far Round the World. 
All Around the City. 


Special Local Needs 
The Example of Macedonia. II Cor. 8:1-5. 
Remember the Sabbath to Keep It Holy. 
Mutual Responsibility. 
Perplexities of the Modern Preacher. 


Psychology and Religion 
On Meeting Life— The Meaning of Psychology for 
Religion. 
On Being Honest — Rationalization. 
On Being Adequate — Inferiority Complex, 
On Personal Organization — Integration. ke 
On Tempering the Spirit — Discerning Spiritual Guid- 


ance. 
On a Ministry to Persons— The Pastor and 
Psychology. 


Understanding Our Faith 
Faith. 
What We Believe. , 
—-Poctrinal Backgrounds Prior to the Wesleyan Revival. 
John Wesley and Christian Perfection. 


Two Commands of Jesus 
Loving God With All the Heart. Matt. 22:37. 
Loving Neighbor as Self. Matt. 22:39. 


Lenten 
The Place of Primacy. 
Guidemarks on the Christian Way. 
Membership in the Church. 
The Way to Victory. * 
Maintaining the Prayer Life. 


The Teachings of Jesus ; ; 
The Teaching of the Master Concerning the Kingdom. 
The Teaching of the Master Concerning Himself. _ 
The Teaching of the Master Concerning the Christian 

Life. 

Jesus and Money. ; 
Parables of the Gospels. , 
The New Principle of Jesus in Matt. 5:17-48. 


Special Occasions f 
Christians and Education, (Rally Day) 
Basic Social Problems. (World Temperance Sunday) 
Faith of Our Fathers. (Reformation Sunday) 
Harvest Time and Thanksgiving. (Thanksgiving) — 
The Modern Message of the Psalms. (Universal Bible 
Sunday) ’ 

The Joyful Mystery. I Tim. 3:16; Luke 2:10, 11. 
(Christmas) , 
The World Church Faces the Future. (New Year’s) 

The Prayer of Asa. (Week of Prayer) 

Prayer in the Pentateuch. (Week of Prayer) 

God’s Gift and Ours. (Dedication) 

Christ’s Bodily Resurrection. (Easter) 

Marriage a Divine Institution. (Mother's Day) 

The Bursting Bud. Isa. 61:11. (Rural Life Sunday) 

Jeremiah. (Memorial Sunday) 

The Holy Spirit in Christ’s Farewell Address. 
(Pentecost) 
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Miscellaneous Sag sate 

Every Christian Should Be Justified, Spirit-Filled, and 
Zealous for the Cause of Christ. 

Psalms of Waiting and Longing. (42, 48, 62, 123, 
130) 

Better Than the Greatest Talents. I Cor, 12:31. 

Original Sin Is the Evil in Man’s Nature Which He 
Inherits. 

Making the Community Christian. 
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It Is Easy to Forget 

Both pungently interesting and keyed to the 
needs of our present day is the following item 
on Advertising and Public Forgetfulness, first 
printed in the Cortland County (N. Y.) Dt- 
rectory in the year 1869. 

“In large cities nothing is more common than to 
see large business establishments, which seem to 
have an immense advantage over all competitors, by 
the wealth, experience and prestige they have ac- 
quired, drop gradually out of public view, and be 
succeeded by firms of smaller capital, more energy. 
and more determined to have the fact that they sell 
such-and-such commodities, known from one end of 
the land to the other. 

“In other words, the new establishments adver- 
tise; the old die of dignity. The former are raven- 
ous to pass out of obscurity into publicity; the latter 
believe that their publicity is so obvious that it can- 
not be obscured. The first understand that they 
must thrust themselves upon public attention, or be 
disregarded; the second, having once obtained pub- 
lic attention, suppose they have arrested it per- 
manently; while, in fact, nothing is more character- 
istic of the world than the ease with which it for- 
gets.’—Philip Mann, in “York Trade Review.” 
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Christian World Facts 

Ministers seeking copies of annual pub- 
lication of the Foreign Mission Conference, 
“Christian World Facts’, may secure copies of 
“Number 30, 1950” at 25 cents each, from 
The International Missionary Council, 156 
Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y., published 
this fall. 
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Sunday School Theme Song 

“I have a suggestion to make to other min- 
isters that may offer the answer to prayers for 
prompt and regular attendance at Sunday 
School Assembly,” writes Rev. Martin James. 
He continues, “The Superintendent and teach- 
ing staff decided upon a ‘marching song’ to 
use before opening every session. We chose a 
familiar hymn, in which every child would 
join wholeheartedly. As children reach the 
assembly room, they join their classmates 
promptly., At a given hour the marching tune 
is played on the assembly room piano, and 
each class joins in the procession of marchers. 


“The class having the most members present - 


is first in line; the class with the next largest 
number is assigned second place, and so on. 
When one class has achieved the record of 
holding first place for a given number of Sun- 
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days, there is a reward. In our school it is a) 
fun-fest in which the whole school joins, with | 
the class holding the record as Honor Guests. | 
Six records wins a diploma. All classes re- | 
ceive rewards of pins and crosses for regular’ 
attendance and gains in numbers. 

“The children are encouraged to join in the’ 
singing and marching with zest, even to “pick- | 
ing ‘em up and putting “em down hard.” This | 
wakes up the spirit, as well as the body. If! 
there is space for plenty of marching, I would | 
recommend ten minutes. It will take a few ' 
rehearsals to get the plan organized, but the 
time and energy devoted to this will be re-) 
warding. Children are more effective evan-— 
gelists than adults, if they set a goal; their | 
approach to other children is natural and di- | 
rect. Interesting and holding the children in 
the Sunday School membership is up to the 
adult staff. 
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Growing Old Gracefully 


“Ten commandments to aid in growing old — 
gracefully are listed by Dr. Herman Seidel, 
chief of medicine, Hebrew Home for the Aged 
and Infirm, Baltimore, Md., in a new volume, 
entitled, “Rehabilitation of the Handicapped,” 
edited by William H. Soden, as follows: 

1. Continue to work at his vocation and retain 
his accustomed position in society as long as pos- 
sible. 

2. Avoid sedentary habits and inactivity, continue 
with whatever open-air activities or hobbies he may 
be accustomed to. If he has none he should acquire 
some, 

3. Engage in systematic daily exercises designed 
to prevent or overcome physical deformities. These 
should include the practice of deep breathing. 

4. Make full use of helpful gadgets such as hear- 
ing aids, eye-glasses and dentures. 

5. Keep face and body free from unsightly blem- 
ishes. 

6. Always maintain self-respect and dignity, be 
jealous of his appearance, dress neatly and retain 
good manners. 

7. Continue contact with buddies and lifetime 
friends. Learn to make new ones. 

8. Follow good body hygiene and sanitation; eat 
sensibly —a well-balanced diet of nourishing food. 

9. Seek medical advice at frequent intervals. Carry 
out in full the advice given. 
10. Above all, avoid despair and an outlook of. 
futility, and “fear God and keep His Command- 
ments, for this is all that is required of a man.” _ 

It might be well to secure this volume at 
your local library, or from a local physician, — 
not only for personal suggestions, but to aid~ 
in counselling aged members, especially shut-_ 
ins. “Ill manners and defiant attitude of aged — 
persons may well be due to being left out of — 
social or economic activities which were for- 
merly the program of life; aged persons re- 
sent segregation, being waited on, and being 
told to refrain from activity.” 
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The Expositor 
to Saieael 


What’s the U. S. to You? 


Individual Freedom (including Religious 
Freedom) and our American Way of Life, 
and how to continue these privileges, has be- 
come a subject of major interest to millions of 
thinking citizens. Great concern is expressed 
by many citizens over the apathy of hundreds 
of eligible voters, especially women, on the 
matter of registration, and exercising the re- 
sponsibility of voting in local, state and na- 
‘tional elections. 

Elected officials make the final decisions on 
ithe course of local, state, and national ques- 
‘tions, which includes everything from the kind 
of schools we have or shall have for our chil- 
dren, condition of highways, transportation 
rates, price of food through farm price-sup- 
port, trends toward peace or war—in fact, de- 
cisions on most questions relating to individ- 
ual and community life. The American citi- 
zen’s one and vital link in this process is the 
choice of individual candidates for election to 
these vital responsibilities, through the two- 
party political ‘system. 

A pamphlet called, ‘““What’s the U. S. to 
You?” in the form of a QUIZ, is available 
to citizens through the League of Women 
Voters; designed to arouse the average citizen 
to ask questions about government procedure, 
and exercise responsibility through active in- 
terest and voting. The QUIZ pamphlet con- 
tains the questions of vital interest to citi- 
zens; it contains no answers, these the voting 
citizen must secure through acquaintance with 
political procedures, in other words through 
“the facts of life’ as they touch individual and 
family life—such as “How much of our in- 
come goes into channels?’’ “What is done with 
the money?” “What progress are we making 
toward peace?” “How many of our sons will 
be required for military service in maintaining 
national safety?” “How many days a month 
must we work to support persons on local, 
state, and federal payrolls?” 

These questions concern every individual 
American citizen. 
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Religious Education in the 
Public Schools 


Ministers everywhere are interested in this 
all-important subject, and will welcome the 
over-all picture of “Status of Religious Edu- 
‘cation in The Public Schools” in the Novem- 
“per, 1949, issue of NEA Journal, pages 610- 
611, 
If your local library does ‘not have the issue, 
_ your superintendent of public schools will have 
it, and be glad to share it with you. 
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Key to a New Life 


The idea or plan of daily devotional read- 
ings is not new, but the idea of so organizing 
texts and spiritual messages that conscienti- 
ous study of them and application to one’s 
daily-life-problems will help us to overcome 
and rise above our “deficit” living, is a wel- 
come help. ‘The Way to Power and Poise”’ by 
E. Stanley Jones, offered as “'the key to a New 
Life for you” is just that. Ministers as well as 
laymen need this treatment for the day's 
responsibilities, since human capacity for ex- 
periencing fear, inadequacy, resentment, need 
for the guiding Spirit of the Holy Ghost, has 
little relation to professionel, economic, or 
social status. The $1.25 needed for this pock- 
ette-size book of meditations for everyday of a 
year will be multiplied with each day's quiet 
time. Ask for it at your book dealer. 


Our Dangerous Myths About China 

The Foreign Missions Conference of North 
America, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, 
N. Y., has made available in mimeograph 
form, 6 pages, the article by Pearl S. Buck, 
entitled, “Our Dangerous Myths About China,” 
which appeared in the magazine section of the 
New York Sunday Times, Oct. 23, 1949. 
Wynn C. Fairfield of the Foreign Missions 
Conference indicates that it is made available 
with full permission of the N. Y. Sunday 
Times, and the author, due to the need for a 
clearer understanding of ‘the attitude people 
in our churches should take toward the condi- 
tions in China and towatd missionary work 
under the new conditions.’ Circulating the 
atticle is not an endorsement of the views of 
its author, Pearl S. Buck; rather, it is an at- 
tempt to make various views known. 

Please inclose with your request for this ma- 
terial a correctly addressed envelope, No. 9, 
and 6c postage. 


Stop-Go Ten Commandments fora 

Modern Child 

This practical book of 36 pages by Irwin St. 
John Tucker, size 77/4” wide x 1014” long, 
published by Morehouse-Gorham Company, 
paper covers, 50c, is designed to do what the 
title indicates, to teach children of today, 
through the use of familiar objects and lan- 
guage, the meaning of the 10 commandments, 
and their actual application to their daily liv- 
ing. If you cannot find ‘‘Stop-Go”’ as indicated 
here at your local Sunday School supply house, 
write the Morehouse-Gorham Company, 14 
Fast 41st Street, New York, inclosing remit- 
tance. 
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“And when they saw the star, they rejoiced 
with exceeding great joy.” Matt. 2:10. 


IME was when the Christmas story was 

as natural as the sunrise. It still belongs 

to children, and at the Christmas season 
we are reminded very poignantly of the days 
which are no more. How we would delight 
in seeing Christmas once more with the eyes 
of a child, to listen to the old story with minds 
to which it did not seem incredible, but per- 
fectly natural. But we live in a scientific age, 
an age which is interested in cold, hard facts 
and for many these things are all but im- 
possible. John Keats, ‘sensitive poet and 
dreamer, resented this intrusion of science 
more than a century ago. 


There was an awful rainbow once, in heaven; 

We know her woof, her texture; she is 

given 

In the dull catalogue of common things. 

And that is what science has done for 
Christmas. It has not only put it into the dull 
catalogue of common things, but has put be- 
lief in it into the realm of the impossible for 
many. 

What I want to suggest is that even for our 
critical and questing age, Christmas can re- 
tain its glory and warmth and starlit splendor. 
What we need is to recover our sense of won- 
der, to glimpse again the significance of the 
insignificant, and to be true to the deepest im- 
pulses of our own natures. 


I 


To recover our sense of wonder we must 
needs believe in visions. Here is the incred- 
ible with a vengeance, for who believes in 
visions in our day? We do believe the message 
of Christmas is peace on earth, good-will to 
men, and, that in itself, is a vision of com- 
pelling magnitude. But Christmas is bound 
up with other visions much more difficult, with 
a vision of angels appearing to shepherds, 


First Baptist Church 
Arlington, New Jersey 
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ClITHE: PULPIT 


Star o f Bethlehem 


DAVID T. ERICKSON 


with wise men following a guiding star, with 
another vision to these warning them to re- 
turn home by another way, with a warning 
vision to Joseph. And it is not only Christ- 
mas which is bound up with visions, but all 
of our religion as well, and the ancient saying 
is still as true as when it was first uttered: 
“Where there is no vision the people perish.” 
We cannot turn over many pages of either the 
Old or the New Testament without coming 
upon some vision. 

What is the nature of these visions? Are 
they essentially external manifestations or are 
they inner experiences? There is no vision 
without an inner preparation. The significant 
thing in Paul’s experience on the Damascus 
road was the inner preparation, the agonies of 
soul which prepared the way for his vision. — 
When the wise men rode over the desert fol- 
lowing a star, they were following a star which 
had first shone in their hearts and minds. The 
Scripture story tells us they did not begin by 
following a star. They were looking for a_ 
newborn king, and it was in quest of Him they 
followed the star. A star had illumined their. 
living and thinking for many a long day before 
they set out on the journey which gave them 
immortality. 

All stars do not lead to Bethlehem, yet every 
man follows a star of some kind. It is such 
an ordinary phenomenon that we do not often 
think of it, but when we do we see it smacks 
of the miraculous. We see the wise men fol-_ 
lowing a star over the desert and we marvel 
at it. Yet over this same desert other men — 
are riding and all of them are following stars. 
In other caravans we find men bent’ on trade, — 
on the acquisition of wealth, perhaps looking ~ 
for a pearl of great price. What stars lure 
these men? Position, power, adventure, simple 
curiosity, and many other things. Somewhere — 
in each of these lives a star is shining, a star 
which he needs must follow. What leads a 
man to bruise his mind in ‘the search for truth, 
to endure sleepless nights and the pinch of 


spoverty in order that he.may know? What 
lures a man to go adventuring to distant lands 
jin the search for his Rebecca? What drives a 
iman to give all of his nights and days to the 
jpursuit of some one thing, ‘‘to sail beyond the 
‘sunset and the paths of all the western stars 
until he die?”” What but a star? 

In Dallas, Texas, there is a store which 
‘opens its doors every Christmas morning at 
imine o'clock. It does not open its doors for 
[business as usual, but for a very extraordinary 
‘reason. At that time the poor people of the 
‘community are invited to come in and help 
‘themselves to from three to five articles from 
‘shelves and tables stacked high with warm 
‘clothing. One year the store served 12,000 
people. The proprietor is an Austrian Jew. 
I don’t know what star he is following, but, 
whether he knows it or not, it is the same star 
which the wise men followed, the star of 
Bethlehem. You, too, are following some star. 
Is it the star of Bethlehem? 


Il 


Now let us look for a few minutes at the 
insignificant things comnected with the first 
Christmas and with our own as well; insignifi- 
cant things which become very significant if 
we are not dead to wonder. After the dark- 
ness of the night a new dawn came to bathe 
the world in beauty. It was lighted with light 
from the sun traveling through inconceivable 
space at incredible speed. Some of the light 
which illumined the night came from stars so 
distant that it had been on its way to earth 


when Abram was a lad in Ur of the Chal-— 


dees. Some of it came from stars long since 
burned to death in their own brightness which 
had sent out shafts of light in the paroxysm of 
‘their passing to make their contribution to the 
Christmas season. Rather extraordinary when 
we think of it, and yet™so commonplace that 
we seldom give it a passing thought. 
On the first Christmas Day sacred services 
went on in the Temple as usual. People came 
together to worship God the best way they 
knew how. That is also a commonplace every- 
day occurrence. And yet is there anything 
‘ordinary or commonplace about people coming 
‘together to worship a God whom they have 
never seen, trying to conform their lives to His 
will, seeking to discover what He would have 
“them do, and praying for strength to carry out 
“the insights which their worship affords them? 
“It is just as strange that you are here today as 
- it was that the services went on as usual .in the 
- Temple at Jerusalem. 
A man and a maid faced a great event — 
“the birth of a child. Giving birth to a child 
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is as common as anything can be, for the self- 
same experience happens to the most cultured 
woman and the most primitive savage. But 
who ever knows what significance such an 
everyday happening may have for the world? 
Who paid the slightest attention when Kagawa 
was born in Japan, Mohandas Gandhi in India, 
or Abraham Lincoln in a log cabin in Ken- 
tucky? And if we look at it realistically there 
wasn't much attention paid to that birth in 
Bethlehem. Some shepherds, a few wise men, 
perhaps a few of the neighbors and that was 
all. It was only a repetition of an old story, 
the coming of ‘‘a little baby thing that made 
a woman cry.” 


“Just when the last star flickered out, 
And twilight, like a soul in doubt, 
Hovered between dark and dawn, 

And day lay waiting to be born: 

“Just when the gray and dewy air 
Grew sacred as an unvoiced prayer, 

And somewhere through the dusk she 
heard 

The stirring of a nested bird;— 

“Four angels glorified the place: 

Wan Pain unveiled her awful face; 

Joy, soaring, sang: love, brooding, smiled; 

Peace laid upon her breast a child.” 


Pain, joy, love, and peace attend each birth. 
For this young couple as for other young 
couples it meant the beginning of a new re- 
sponsibility, the need for stability, for fore- 
thought, and it gave them a new star to 
follow. Somehow all other stars lose their 
brightness in the light of a baby’s smile. 

We do not consider any birth very signifi- 


cant except to those immediately concerned — 


parents, relatives, and friends. It is because 
we do not know the potentialities of any life. 
No one seemed to know how unspeakably great 
this life was to be. I am sure Joseph would 
have smiled incredulously if one had told him 
the worship of the gods of Greece and Rome 
would one day be superseded by the worship 
of this little mite of humanity lying cradled 
in Mary's arms, or that the synagogue which 
he cherished and reverenced would one day be 
cast into shadow by the brightness of His 
glory. That would have been too much for 
even the fond dreams of a mother, and I can 
imagine Mary smiling at such a delicious fancy. 
How we need to recover not only a sense of 
wonder, but a sense of the possible significance 
of the seemingly insignificant. Who knows 
what Messiah God may be preparing for the 
world in another of its lowly stables? 


III 


Leaving to one side all attempts to enter 
theological questions or doctrines, let us ob- 
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serve that the wonder and significance of this 
life was due to one thing— he was true to 
the deepest impulses of his nature. Most of 
our failures in the fine art of living are due to 
the fact that we smother these impulses’ and 
thus limit the expansion of our lives; hinder 
their expression in deeds which would make 
us rich and would, at the same time, relieve 
the stark poverty of many others; educate our- 
selves away from the promptings of generosity 
and kindliness and center our attention upon 
ourselves. 

Kindliness, sympathy, and generosity are 
among the deepest impulses of our natures, but 
we check their expression so often that in 
many lives they become the extraordinary in- 
stead of the ordinary and natural thing. Un- 
selfishness is natural to a child before it be- 
comes educated to the lower standards of 
adults. One day I was in a home where there 
was a little girl of four who was a special 
friend of mine. She had three gay new pen- 
cils of different colors. Picking up one in each 
hand she came and asked me which one I 
liked. Not suspecting she was going to offer 
me one I merely remarked I liked them both 
because they were very pretty. She promptly 
handed them to me saying, “You keep them 
both.” 

Jesus was always true to the natural im- 
pulses of His nature. No one ever needed 
anything He had and was refused, whether it 
was sympathy, forgiveness, understanding, 
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Chis Child... Iraus 
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"A little child shall lead them’ Isa. 11:6. 


UR holy faith is full of paradox. We 
make of Christmas the children’s festi- 


val, the season of merrymaking, when 
we try to give the children a good time and 
enjoy ourselves by becoming as like children as 
we can for a little while. Yet Christmas is 
the Feast of the Incarnation, that mystery so 
august and so sublime that when we utter the 
words in the Creed—''And was incarnate by 
the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was 
made man,’ we bow our heads in reverence 
to Him who so humbled Himself, to Him in 
whose name every knee shall bow. In all our 
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compassion, or kindliness, And when one day 
they grew weary of His goodness and asked 
for His life He gave them that. It was a 
cruel world in which He lived, much like the 
world in which you and I live today. 
Wherever He looked there was poverty, suffer- 
ing, need, misunderstanding and lovelessness, 
hatred and cruelty. Our world is, in addition, 
a scientific age, one in which we have learned 
how to murder with scientific precision and 
callousness. Has Christmas any message for 
our world? It has such a message and it is 
this: No one can be cruel or heartless or un- 
kind if he is true to the deepest impulses of 
his own nature. It is only by suffocating these 
elemental impulses that we are able to do the 
inhuman things of which we are often guilty. 

Christmas has as great a meaning for our 
age as it has had for any age in human his- 
tory. Let us open our minds to wonder at the 
visions which still come to the sons of. men, 
at the stars which they follow, at the queer 
compulsions which drive them on. Let us note 
once again the significance of the insignificant 
thing. And let us not forget the deep source 
of those impulses to which we are called back 
at this season of the year. If we experience 
these things today then the star of Bethlehem 
will once more move over the horizon with 
all its ancient splendor, we shall hear again 
the song of the angels with the haunting re- 
frain of peace on earth, good-will to men and 
Christmas will have come. 


J. S. MacARTHUR 


merry-making, one can detect the underton 
of other-worldly-mystery. 

This paradox is no new discovery. More 
than 1500 years hence, there lived in Constan- — 
tinople an archbishop, Nestorius, who scandal- — 
ized the faithful because he was reported, 
probably falsely, to have said he could not - 
regard an infant three or four months old as 
God. In our own day a more catitious theo- _ 
logian has said that our attitude towards a 
little child does not seem to be the fitting one — 
to adopt towards the Redeemer and Saviour of — 
mankind. 

We feel the difficulty, and perhaps that is 
why our keeping of Christmas splits into two. 
parts that we find it hard to bring together 


> 
< 


‘ 


The Expositor 


ae 


ggain, namely, our worship in church and our 
elebration of Christmas at home. Let us think 
he matter out. Let us think what children 
mean to us and what Christ means to us. 

The birthday of Jesus Christ affects our 
whole attitude to children, not only on Christ- 
mas Day but every day. Had Jesus Christ 
vever had a birthday in Bethlehem, I doubt 
that the birthdays of our children would mean 
quite the same to us as they do. His holy 
Childhood has given to all childhood a quality 
ind a value that it would not otherwise have 
ad. 

Think of the appeal that children make to 
S$; it is so easy to be sentimental about them 
nd so futile. Let us try to get beyond senti- 
entality. Children appeal to us because. of 
their helplessness and dependence on us. They 
look to us for so much, and it is in our power 
to give them so much happiness. It is just 
ere that sentimentality has its chance. The 
trustfulness and confidence of children is so 
attering to us. If that trust and confidence are 
mot to be betrayed we must be prepared to 
esuffer and to do for their sakes. And once 
vwe begin to pay the price of our emotions, 
ssentimentality vanishes. 

Must not our attitude to this Child be the 
‘exact opposite? Sure it is we who are depend- 
sent on Him. Yet in the days of His flesh, He 
{too was dependent on men and women for the 
;accomplishment of His mission. A human 
‘mother bore Him, tended Him, loved Him. 

Such was His choice then, and such is still 
His choice. He still places Himself in our 
hands. It is still possible that we cannot find 
room for Him, like the innkeeper at Bethle- 
hem; but, if we do receive Him, then we must 
be prepared both to suffer and to do for Him 
—if our love of Him is to mean anything at 
all. 

Again, with the joy that our children bring 
into our lives there come graver thoughts. We 
wonder what their lives are going to be, what 
temptations, what sorrows are in store for them, 
and our conscience pricks us, for we know that 
we have had our share in making the world 
what it is, a world with infinite possibilities of 
suffering, sorrow, and sin. The shame of it, 
that those little ones should have even to pay 
in part the price of our shortcomings! But on 
‘this Child ate laid the sins of the whole 

Byori. and by His stripes we are healed. 

-- Yet when we think of the future of our 
‘children our thoughts are not soe gloomy. 
|e reat Christian philosopher n 
| nee, inp Lhe ast feation of the Good ) 
‘says that “the whole charm of children, their 
‘peculiar human charm, is inevitably connected 
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with the thought and the hope that they will be 
better than we—not quantitatively better by one 
or two degrees, but essentially—that they will 
be men of a different life, that in them indeed 
is our salvation—for us and for our fore- 
i Cols veg ae ee 

“Everyone is agreed that the special charm 
of children is in their innocence. But this 
actual innocence could not be a source of joy 
and delight to us were we certain that it is 
bound to be lost. There would be nothing 
comforting or instructive in the thought that 
their angels behold the face of the Heavenly 
Father were it accompanied by the conviction 
that these angels will be sure to become im- 
mediately blind.” 

In this Child all the hopes, all the dreams, 
all the prayers that centre in the children that 
we love, and that can never be more than par- 
tially fulfilled in them, find their perfect real- 
ization, for in Him is the hope, in Him the 
Amen to all the promises of God to us. These 
children remain dear to us, but they grow up 
all too like us, not always so much better 
than we have been; but this Child is indeed 
of a different life, the life of the Son of God. 
His inocence remains unspotted by any taint 
of sin, and in Him is our salvation. 

And do we see that in order to celebrate 
this great Feast of the Incarnation we do not 
want to forget the little children whose happi- 
ness is our concern just now. Our attitude 
towards them ought to teach us something of 
the fitting attitude to this Child. Like them 
He asks for our love and our service, yes, 
_and our suffering. Like them He arouses our 
shame, our pity, our hope. But He does more; 
He asks for our worship. Come, let us adore 
him! —The Expository Times. 
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Tutors! 
Each step by which 
I’ve come the way of trial 
Has been to me 
A ministry of good. 


Each night in which 
No stars have shown 
I've learned to closely 
Keep the road. 


And when a load 

My lot has been 

To carry on my way, 

I have been taught 

That as I bear it with a song 
The way seems not so long. 


—G. A. Leichliter. 
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‘Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed 
in the earth: much more the wicked and the 
senmer.”’ Prov. 11:31. 


HERE may be a good deal of speculation 

regarding the possibility of a hell after 

this life, or concerning its probable loca- 
tion or description. However, there is little 
doubt that we can and do experience hell on 
earth. Certainly every sensitive Christian 
knows, by this time, that each sin or evil sets 
into action a chain of events which must 
eventually bring back to the original perpe- 
trator of evil some form of suffering or pun- 
ishment. Such is the basic law of compensa- 
tion. An intense degree of suffering in mind 
and soul is commonly known as “hell”. Need- 
less to say, on our sinful earth and in our 
own stubborn lives, we experience this in many 
forms. 

Isaiah states this law in a familiar text, 
“There is no peace for the wicked.” (48:22) 
A proverb states that the “evil in heart shall 
be filled with his own ways.’ A Psalm 
writer cautions that “the sword which you use 
on others shall pierce your own heart.” Hosea 
warns that ‘‘he who sows to the wind will reap 
the whirl-wind.” To this series of admoni- 
tions, the writer of Hebrews adds prudently 
that “every transgression and disobedience will 
receive a just recompense.” This begins to 
explain why there is so much suffering, fear, 
misery, and insecurity in the world. We are 
living in a hell made from our own indiffer- 
ence, greed, and self-centeredness. 

However, there is no sane reason why we 
should continue creating whirlwinds for our- 
selves and fashioning swords to pierce our own 
hearts. To a greater extent than we realize, 
we have been made masters of our fates and 
molders of our destinies. By your own God- 
given free will you can determine so to live 
that your future harvest will bring you more 
heaven on earth. It’s a two-and-two-makes- 
four universe, and all you have to do to make 
things come out right is to live right. I don’t 
mean everything will be sweet, prosperous, and 
rosy. I am talking about qualities of the 
mind and health of the soul. In a long run, 
those who observe the principles of Christ will 
know greater peace and joy, while those who 
violate these principles rough-shod will ex- 
_ perience mental hell. ° 
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HELL ON BARTH 


T. N. TIEMEYER 


Forbidden Fruit 


A French artist, Broulette, earlier this cen- 
tury, painted a series of canvasses depicting 
the types of mental and spiritual hell which 
people endure here on earth as the result of 
their own choosing. I am using four of them 
to illustrate ways in which we deliberately make 
our lives miserable, and to point out mistakes 
to be avoided if you want to guarantee your- 
self more happiness. 

The first canvas shows a frantic man search- 
ing his room for a certain paper. Drawers 
have been pulled out and papers scattered over 
the floor. Behind him is the figure of Satan 
holding the missing paper on a stick over the 
head of the desperate searcher. This illus- 
trates a type of mental hell which tortures the 
person who always wants that which is beyond 
his reach. This also was man’s first sin, ac- 
cording to the Bible. Adam and Eve paid 
heavily for wanting the forbidden fruit. No 
matter how many times some enthusiastic op- 
timist tells you that anything in the world is 
yours for the taking, don’t be deceived. What 
he really means is “If you are willing to pay 
the price.’ How often the price is too ex- 
orbitant compared to the little pleasure it will 
give! For this reason, Moses laid down the 
law ‘Thou shalt not covet.” It is not always 
healthy to assume that you may have every- 
thing that others have. God has set us in a 
large room, but it is, nerevertheless, a room- 
and therefore has limitations. 

How pitiful is the man who will strive to 
hold some high office or achieve some goal for 
which he is not suited. Or how many women, 
cut out to be good mothers and diligent house-- 
wives, have made themselves unhappy aspir- 
ing to be glamor girls or movie stars. And 
there are greater evils than these, such as 
coveting another’s success, his property, or an- 
other's wife or husband. The world is filled” 
with alluring temptations that are not lawful 
for you to possess. Constant yearning after 
that which is forbidden is an everlasting 
source of unrest, misery, and hell on earth, 

Empty Goals i 

A second painting depicts a haggard man 
with a spade, digging in a large field. Behind 
him the artist shows us numerous other holes. 
he has dug. Beside each hole is an un- 
earthed box, and each box is empty. Here 
our painter discerningly reveals the tragedy of 


The Exposito 


| modern generation 


| the life which seeks futile goals. We are to- 


day living in a hollow age. Having tossed 
aside the faith of our fathers and scoffed so 
often at moral standards, too many of our 
have left themselves 
nothing of value to live for. Running away 
from the time-tested truths, they indulge in 
bizarre imitations, wallow in luxury, alcohol, 
sex, and assorted sensual pleasures, and find 
each in turn more futile than the last. The 
secret of seeking successfully is having a true 
starting point. You cannot start with a barren 
soul and find spiritual riches. You must start 
with Christ as a standard, a guide, and an in- 
‘centive. Otherwise you describe meaningless 
circles in the sands of futility. 

A mysterious man in a Cape Cod town 
would call the local operator every morning 
and ask for the correct time. He had been 
doing this for years when, one day, the Oper- 
ator became curious and asked why he wanted 
to know the time each day. ‘T'll tell you,” 
said the inquirer. “I get it exact because I’m 
the man who blows that town whistle every 
day at noon.” “Well,” answered the opera- 
tor, “that’s funny because every day I set my 
clock according to your noon whistle.” The 
two of them had been going around in a 
senseless circle because they had no true start- 
ing point. A life that is not saturated with 
Christ or his divine ideals will get nowhere. 
The aimless pattern of self-indulgence yields 
only emptiness, hollow misery, and a hell of 
despair. 


Guilty Conscience 


Another canvas pictures a horrible scene of a 
murder just committed. The victim is lying 
on the floor and the murderer is standing over 
him holding a smoking revolver. Terror 
shows in his face as he stares at the door which 
is being opened. Someone is about to enter 
that room! Someone is about to discover the 
crime and the criminal! Here we find a vivid 
illustration of the inner suffering that’ results 
from a guilty conscience. Certainly everyone 
knows what a conscience is. Let it be said 
to the credit of the sufferer that he must have 
some sense of right and wrong before he can 
have a conscience. Now, consciences are tricky 
things. They can fool you, and with a little 
cleverness, you can deceive them. Nonetheless, 
conscience is one form of hell which we 
suffer on earth, 

Hamlet referred to a conscience as ‘‘those 
thorns that in her bosom lodge to prick and 
sting her.” Along the same theme, but more 
ancient is the Chinese teaching that a con- 
science is as a wooden cube in the human 
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breast. As long as man does right, the cube 
remains in a harmless position. When he does 
what he knows to be wrong, the wood block 
turns in such a way that its sharp edges cut 
and stab him inside. When he rights his 
wrong, the cube rights itself. But if he con- 
tinues to ignore his conscience, it keeps turn- 
ing until its edges wear off. Such a person 
is no longer capable of discerning right from 
wrong. His type of retribution will then take 
a different form. The sincere and honest per- 
son will keep his conscience sharpened and be 
alert to it, so that the suffering it brings will 
help him back on the right road. 


Fear and Anxiety 


The last of these scenes we are studying is 
the portrait of a distraught man who is bound, 
gagged, tied to his chair, while a thief is rob- 
bing his room of valuables. Here is a stark 
portrayal of the pitiful condition of the man 
who is too anxious about his earthly goods. 
Fear is the absence of faith, and those who 
have no trust in the God who provides must 
suffer in constant fear of losing their posses- 
sions. Anxiety is one of the four most com- 
mon hells suffered on earth. Knowing that 
this 1s the chief cause of a gnawing fear, Jesus 
advised “Be not anxious.’ But you say, “All 
right, but how can we keep from it?’ Jesus 
answers that question also by saying “Store up 
your treasures in heaven, then you can never be 
completely impoverished.” If your earthly assets 
are great, then your treasures in heaven must 
also be great. A wise man who has much prop- 
erty will keep it covered with adequate insur- 
ance. Your spiritual faith is like an insurance 
which must be adequate to cover all you own 
on earth. Your treasures in heaven must grow 
at the same rate as your earthly possessions 
if you would avoid the hell of anxiety. 

Sigmund Freud’s favorite story is of a man 
who was shipwrecked on an island in the South 
Pacific. Natives came to his rescue, placed 
him in a gold chair, put a jeweled crown on 
his head and called him their king. He was 
not reluctant to receive the honor but wanted 
to know what had happened to the previous 
king. It was then he learned of their custom 
of allowing a king to rule for one year only. 
After that he was taken to one of the many 
barren islands that dotted the sea around them. 
Each king, in turn, was thus exiled and left 
to die. Of course, this gave the new king 
something to worry about until he struck upon 
the solution. If he was king for a year, then 
all would have to obey him for that year. So 
he kept all the natives busy preparing the 
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island on which he was to be exiled. Carrying 
barges of soil, they built gardens and planted 
crops on his island. He directed them in 
building him a comfortable home and equip- 
ping it with supplies, tools, and materials ade- 
quate for the rest of his life. We each have a 
limited span on this earth and we each have a 
future home. Would that we were as wise 
as this shipwrecked traveler and used our lives 
here to prepare our future home. 

To be sure, there are many other varieties 


“And thou shalt call his name Jesus.” Matt. 


1:18-25. 


HE Gospel stories are all concerned with 
the coming of Christ; with His mission 
and His message. A Babe is born in 
Bethlehem of Judea and everything else seems 
to fade into insignificance beside the glory and 
the grandeur of the Incarnation: 
“There’s a tumult of joy, 
O’er the wonderful birth, 
For the Virgin’s sweet boy 
Is the Lord of the earth.” 

Bethlehem bears the supreme hour of the 
world, with Calvary coming as a close second, 
for Christmas is the sacred memorial of the 
entrance of the Son of God into our world as 
Saviour and Redeemer. The Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His 
glory, the glory of the only begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth. In Christ, 
God put on mortal flesh, and now it is less 
difficult to believe when we remember that the 
Christ of Christmas is formed and fashioned 
as a man. There upon the plains of Bethle- 
hem the holy watchers turned aside to see the 
glory of the star, and a few in that far away 
stable looked into the face that was distinctly 
human, but whose eye carried a Divine light. 
In the beauty of the holy Babe one could 
scarcely see where the human began, or whete 
ended the Divine. 

Read once again the Christmas story of Saint 
Luke; but fotget not the first fourteen verses 


Page 520 


_ Romans 


of suffering on earth, and most of them are 
needless. We may not be able to avoid many 
of the pains of the body, but we can prevent 
much of the anguish of soul by selective liv- 
ing. We started this sermon on a negative 
theme to remind you that “‘there is no peace 
for the wicked.’ Let us end it on a more 
positive note. Hell on earth reaches its mini- 
mum when we live the Christ way, as Paul in 
(8:1) assures us that “there is no 
condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus.” 


Ww 
Christmas and the 


Iucarnation 


NS 
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in the Gospel of John. This is the very 
epitome of the Incarnation. John tells us 
what Christ was — where He was, and what 
He was doing. He was with God — He was 
God, and all things were made by Him, and 
without Him was not anything made that was 
made. The possibility of the Incarnation will 
be denied by none who believe in the wonder- 
ful creating power of God. He is life and the 
life is the light of men. And now we may 
sing: 
“For Christ is born of Mary, 
And gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars together 
Proclaim the holy birth, 


And praises sing to God the King 
And peace to men on earth.” 


The possibility of the Incarnation? What 
about. the purpose. of it? If we follow the 
Christmas story as it is found and taught in 
the New Testament, we shall find that it 
offers a beautiful panorama of life. Life is 
the outstanding word of Saint John. It is 
found to be the supreme mission of Jesus, “I 
am come that ye might have life and that ye 
might have it more abundantly.” John 10:10. 
Through the birth of the Babe of Bethlehem 
there is life! Eternal life! Life is the key 
word of Christmas, a Babe is born. 

Hear Him say: 


“By this lowly birth of mine, 
Countless riches shall be thine.” 
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If we consider this miracle from the stand- 
soint of human need, Christmas will be filled 
with new meaning. At this time of the year 
tt is our joy to relieve human need. There are 
those who suffer —there are those who sin. 
Christ came to put away sin. There are two 
wreat gulfs which separate us from God: the 
gulf of our sin and the gulf of our lowliness. 
The manger-cradle identifies God with all 
hhumanity. Now the holy Babe is made 
Brother of us all. We need no longer ascend 
iinto the heights to bring Christ down — God 
iis here! The manger becomes the throne of 
llife; Jesus is Friend of us all. 

In the end, as from the beginning, there is 
tthe one great undying, unchanging purpose of 
IHis coming. John 18:37: ‘Pilate therefore 
ssaid unto him: Art thou a King then. Thou 
‘sayest that I am a king. To this end was I 
lborn, and for this cause came I into the world, 
ithat I should bear witness unto the truth.” 
Jesus would not only put away sin and destroy 
ithe works of the devil, He comes to bear 
witness to all that is true and noble and good 
— He comes to establish the kingdom of God. 
Let the kings and the wise men bring their 


gifts to His holy altar. The glory of the In- 
carnation is seen in the birth of a King. 

He came to impart spiritual energy and 
power, and send us forth to claim the un- 
occupied areas of the world for His kingdom. 
And as many as received Him to them He 
gave power to become the sons of God. My 
second birth may be as sure and certain as His 
birth in Bethlehem. A little girl, in whose 
home a baby boy had been recently born, kept 
telling her school teacher, each day, something 
new about the baby. One day the teacher said 
to her: ‘What is the best thing you know 
about that baby?” The child hesitated a mo- 
ment and said: “The best thing I know 
about the baby is he’s mine!’’ 

Knowing the possibility, the purpose, and 
the power of the Incarnation let us get ready 
for Christmas in a new consecration. All 
spiritual power is given for a purpose. David 
Livingston saw Christ, Africa became the bur- 
den of his heart. When Bishop Thoburn saw 
Christ, India burned its way into his soul. 
When Wilfred Grenfell saw Christ, lonely 
Labrador became the burden of his life. Our 
best Christmas gift, aside from the gift of 
Christ Himself, is His commission. 
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Dishing Out Defiance 


I Cor. 15:58. “Be ye steadfast, unmovable...” 

In ‘Cricket Prints,’ a book of short sketches 
on Famous Cricketers, the author says of a 
famous Yorkshireman, Maurice Leyland, in 
describing a critical moment, ‘He just stood, 
quietly dishing out defiance.” Another comment 
says of him, “He was Horatius on the totter- 
ing bridge; or Hector, who stood alone between 
Troy and destruction.” —Charles M. Hepburn, 
Expository Times. 

There are occasions now when any real 
Christian and patriot should stand firm, even 
in the face of paid propagandists, columnists, 
radio commentators, loss of face. This nation is 
founded on the ability of our Pilgrim Fathers 


” 


to “Stand Firm... 
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_ Fifth Columnists 
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Matt. 10:36. “A man’s foes shall be they of 
his own household.” 
A community where parents fail in their 

duties toward their children by denying them 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 


Chet 


religious training, discipline in respect for law 


_and the rights of others, honesty, responsibility; 


a policeman who pledges himself to uphold 
the law and protect the citizens of the com- 
munity, and turns law-breaker and gangster; a 
soldier who undermines discipline of his unit; 
a church member who uses this privilege as a 
shield for unfair dealing, corruption and thiev- 
ery; a teacher who uses his favorable position 
in the community to teach doctrines hostile to 
good citizenship and individual responsibility; 
a minister who uses his position as a shield 
for sins he preaches against in others—these 
are the Fifth Columnists who destroy from 
within, enemies of society who patade as 
friends, well-wishers and patriots. 

* When Jesus spoke these words, “A man’s 
foes shall be they of his own household,” he 
was speaking to his disciples on the eve of an 
evangelistic campaign, preparing them for the 
cross they must bear in their effort to uphold 
the gospel of salvation, but like the teach- 
ings of Jesus, the message has its application 
to every age. It has special significance for us 
today, because we have lost our sense of values. 
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The Holy Spirit 
John 7:37-46. “He that believeth on me...” 
Acts 1:8. “But he shall receive power...” 


Power should not be sought primarily, for 
power itself is a by-product of something 
deeper—the Holy Spirit within. When you 
have the Holy Spirit within in full possession, 
then power (and poise) flow naturally. I say 
in full possession, for it is possible for you 
to possess the Spirit and yet the Spirit not 
possess you. Dr. Handley Mowle says: “The 
difference between a soul filled and one that 
is unfilled is the difference between a well in 
which there is a spring of water choked, and a 
well in which the obstruction is removed, so 
that the water springs up and fills the well.” 
Choked by resentments and fears and self-cen- 
teredness, we will always lack a sense of full- 
ness.—E. Stanley Jones. 
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Seekers in Thy Way 


Hebr. 10:9. Lo, I come to do thy will, O 
God. . He taketh away the first, that he may 
establish the second.” 


O Youth upon the Upward Road 
That winds away from view, 

Is there a vision from afar 

That calls and beckons you? 
Why is it that you walk secure 
With shoulders held erect? 

Is there a Leader out beyond? 
A Guide whom you respect? 

O Lord of all the Upward Road, 
Keep strong our youth, we pray! 
May age and youth together seek 
To follow in Thy way. 


—Mabel Niedermeyer McCaw in Church Chimes. 
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Reports Indicate 30,000,000 Arrests 
For Liquor Offenses Since Repeal 


The Nov. 15, 1949, report from the Research 
Bureau, Nat'l WCTU, 1730 Chicago Ave., 
Evanston, IIl., reads in part— 

“Based upon records by the F.B.I. from 
about 1/, of the total population of the U. S., 
it is believed that arrests for specific liquor 
offenses have totaled well over 30-million in 
the 16 years since Prohibition was superceded 
by the 21st Amendment. 

“Arrests for drunkenness, driving while in- 
toxicated, disorderly conduct and specific liquor 
law violation, during the repeal to date have 
totaled more than double the number recorded 
in the urban statistics assembled by the F.B.I. 

The full report may be secured from above 
address. 
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Living Things Need Sustenance 


A father was complaining in the presence 
of another father that his son was costing him 
too much—he needed money for clothes, books, — 
car fare, lunches, haircuts, and extras. The sec- 
ond father remarked, “My son does not cost 
me a dollar. I wish I could spend something 
on him.” 

“Why does he not cost you a dollar?” asked 
the first. “Because,” replied the second, “he 
died a few months ago.” That father would 
give all his money to have the boy back with 
him, to hear his laughter and good cheer, and 
to earn money to spend on him. Things that — 
are alive demand sustenance. 

Any church that is alive needs revenue. Only 
dead churches do not call on the members to 
give to the support of the churches. If there are 
those who complain that your church is al- 
ways needing money, consider that a compli- 
ment. Your church in need of money, and 
more money, is a living church, and a tribute 
to its pastor and people-—From “God's Plan.” 
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Influence of a Christian Home 

Prov. 22:6. “Train up a child in the way he 
should go; and when he is old, he will 
not depart from it.” 

In the family of Andrew Murray, of South 
Africa, eleven children grew to adult life. Five 
of the sons became ministers and four of the ~ 
daughters became ministers’ wives. The next 
generation had a still more striking record 
in that ten grandsons became ministers and 
thirteen became missionaries. The secret of 
this unusual contribution to the Christian min- 
istry was the Christian home.—John R. Mott. 
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Useful Christians 


Not every one in the church can be in a 
position of leadership. Followers are the num- 
erous group, making leaders necessary. Thus 
are goals attained. 

Often the most useful members in the Chris- 
tian fellowship are those who serve in little 
matters. God asks no more of the member — 
than he or she is endowed to attain, and He 
knows that many Jitile things well done make ~ 
great accomplishments possible. God hides — 
great harvests in small seeds of grain; he hides _ 
potential oak forests in small acorns.—Cuyler, — 
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Citizenship 

Men are qualified for civil liberty in exact — 
proportion to their disposition to put chains — 
upon their own appetites. Society cannot exist 


unless a controlling power upon the will and 
iappetite is placed somewhere; the less control 
there is within, the more there must be of it 
without. This is ordained in the eternal consti- 
tution of things; men of intemperate habits 
cannot be free. Man’s passions forge his fet- 
iters —Edmund Burke. ; 
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Finding Himself 

A Western Union messenger in Denver, 
‘Colorado, told Albert Irby, an elevator oper- 
ator, that he needed aid to locate a man for 
whom he had an important message. Mr. Irby 
is reported to have taken the boy to the police 
chief, to a police captain, to a detective, and 
finally to the Missing Persons Bureau. Finally 
it was discovered that the message was for Mr. 
Irby—from his wife. And he missed the train 
his wife had wired him to meet. 
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Cocoanut Casualty 


Huddled in a foxhole in the Solomon 
Islands, during the last war, a private dodged 
shot and shell successfully. But, a bullet dis- 
lodged a coconut from a tree overhead, which 
fell on the private’s left leg, breaking it. 
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Framework and Content Make a Life 


Psa. 103:14. “For he knoweth our frame; be 
remembereth that we are dust.” 


“Opposite our house is a center of interest 
and activity just now, and every person pass- 
ing up and down the road turns his eyes,— 
pedestrians, cyclists and motorists alike—to see 


more clearly what is going on,” writes Rev. 


V. J. Abernethy, Berwick-on-Tweed, England. 

“And what is going on? They are building 
what they call “Permanent Pre-Fabs,’’ houses 
that literally go up in an hour or two. You 
may look one minute into empty space, and 
an hour later you look at wooden framework 
of a double-story house. Of course, the house 
is not complete, it only looks that way. The 
wood-framework must be filled in with con- 
crete and cement; chimneys, roof, and many 
other accessories have to be added before the 
house can be made into a home. 

“One fact, also, must be clearly understood 
about these houses; the wood-framework is 70t 
part of the house. It is only a frame into which 
is poured the concrete and cement which will 
become a house, and when the concrete in 


- the wood-framework has set, the framework 
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is removed by means of a crane to a new site, 
and then later on to still another and another 
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site. Always it appears like a new house on a 
new site; always, it is merely the framework 
in which a new house will develop. We realize 
as we go along that while the framework is 
necessary for the development of what really 
becomes the house, it has no meaning and no 
function beyond being the framework. 

‘That is the distinction we need to make in 
life, it is not the framework, the outer appear- 
ance that matters. It is the inner life that really 
makes us what we are. In an art gallery, few 
look at the framework in which the works of 
art are displayed; it is the picture that matters, 
not the frame. We need the framework, the 
outward part, which makes possible the inner 
and real life—among them ourselves as we 
are known and observed, our homes, schools, 
churches,—all splendid in themselves as frame- 
work, but they are really not important. It is 
within this framework of life that we, indi- 
vidually, develop the important things,—the 
inner content, which Jesus came to show us. 
—Expository Times. 
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Every Youth 


Hebr. 10:7. "Then said I, Lo, I come.. 
to do thy will, O God.” 


Every youth has a quest to make, 
For life is the King’s highway, 
And a joyous heart is the script we take 
On the road of everyday. 


Every youth has his gifts to guard 
As he fares to a far-off goal; 

A body pure, and a mind unmarred, 
And the light of a lovely soul. 


Every youth has a task of his own, 
For the Father has willed it so. 
Youth seeks the way, and he alone, 
Can show him the path to go. 


Every youth has a lovely Guide, 

From the vale to the mountain crest; 

For the unseen Friend who walks beside, 
Is the Way and the End of the quest. 


—Mary E. Edgar in the W atchman-Examiner. 
P= 
Time to Stop 
Psalm 11. “If the foundations be destroyed, 
what can the righteous do?” ae 


Evil on the rampage today is likened to ex- 
perience of Norman Thurston of Malden, 
Mass., towing an automobile through the city 
streets when the tow-bar broke, and the driver- 
less car— 
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Sideswiped his own vehicle. 
Knocked over a tree. 

Felled an electric light pole. 

Bowled over a gasoline station pump. 


Stopped. 


Throw Out Glamourized Evil 


Prov, 14:22-34. “Do they not err that devise 
evil? .... Righteousness exalteth a nation: 
but sim 1s a reproach to any people.” 

The Christophers, founded in 1945 as a 
non-profit organization, by the Rev. James 
Keller, Mary-knoll priest, announced a plan on 
Sept. 19, to produce 30 films portraying the 
lives and activities of every-day American citi- 
zens, and how they can influence government, 
labor-management, education, communications, 
and all other avenues of community, national, 
and inter-national life. 

Father Keller announced that top Hollywood 
stars had offered their services free for the first 
film, to be directed by Leo McCarey, Holly- 
wood producer of ‘Going My Way,” and that 
a fund of $1,000,000,00 is now available to 
undertake “throwing the evil’ out of por- 
trayal of American life. 

Who can measure the relationship between 
the terrifying increase of heinous crimes com- 
mitted by young people in our nation, and the 
glamourized, seductive portrayal of crime, in- 
temperance, sex orgies, infidelity and promis- 
cuousness, and lack of responsibility, portrayed 
in our films, under the guise of community 
recreation? And are we paying thousands 
weekly in our small communities, and millions 
in our urban areas to corrupt the lives of our 
young people? Think it over! What age-group 
in any community are the regular attendants 
at local picture shows? Who sends them? Who 
pays the bill? Who pays the bill for the result? 
in ruined lives? and institutions for caring for 
the erring youth? the medical care? food? at- 
tendants? Time to stop and think it over! 
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So You Want to Find Mr. Gaufin! 


Matt, 11:2-3. “Art thou he, or do we look for 
another ?”’ 

VEE. AON 2" ChAT) things, whatsoever ye shall 
ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.” 
Matt, 21: 28-44) 

The proprietor of a neighborhood store, in 

a northern Michigan village, looked up from 

the coffee grinder, as a stranger entered the 

store, asking how and where to find Mr. Gau- 
fin. The store-keeper hesitated a moment, and 
then, leading the visitor to the front door, said, 

“So you want to find Mr. Gaufin? All right, 
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go down to the first light, Mister, turn right 
and keep on going until you see the prettiest 
lawn you ever saw in your life. That’s where 
the Gaufins live.” 

Unique directions, you'll agree, but a true 
story, and we suspect the owner of the ‘'pret- 
tiest lawn you ever saw’ had other desirable 
qualities. 

We used to get excited over the Horatio — 
Alger accounts over aspiring youth, because 
they proved there is a right way to do things, 
a challenge to all right-thinking youth. Many 
of us believe we have had a tough time in the 
last 15 to 20 years; some mighty trying cir- 
cumstances blocking our paths, and many of us 
have come to the firm conclusion that we need 
some kind of help to surmount our difficulties. 
We do not stop to think that it is the ONE 
WHO DOES what it takes to surmount the 
difficulties who grows strong, healthy, self- 
reliant, confident, thus enabling him to “grow 
the best character, personality, and leadership 
qualities you ever saw.” We learn to saw by 
sawing. We learn to walk by walking. We 
learn to talk by talking. We learn to trade with 
problems by tackling them, and beating them. 

So you want to find Mr. Gaufin? Let us _ 
make sure that when the stranger stops to in- 
quire for the way to Mr. “Us”, the informer 
will be honest in his directions, when he says, 
“turn to the right, and keep on going until you 
find a man with the best outlook on life you ~ 
have ever seen. He lives what he preaches, and 
he learned how to do it by doing it.” 
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A Dollar? Please 


Matt, 25:1-13. “Give us of your oil; for our 
lamps are gone out.’ ; 

Phil, 4:4-15. “Not that I speak in respect of 
want: for I have learned, in whatsoever sate 

I am, therewith to be content...” 

A down-and-out looking man, standing daily 
in front of a local drug-store, attracted the 
attention of a so-called “generous” woman. — 
One morning on her way through the street, 
ther compassion prompted her to slip a dollar a 
into his hand, whispering, ‘‘There’s hope.” 

That evening the down-and-outer stopped — 
her and handed her $6.00. ‘What does this — 
mean?”’ asked the giver. “I means, mum, that 
‘There’s Hope’ came in at 5 to 1.” 
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The Need of a Nation 


Lev, 26:44-45. “I am the Lord.” * 
Ezek. 18:1-23: “But if the wicked will turn 
from all his sins that he hath committed, and 
keep all my statutes, ... he shall surely live?” 


The Expositor 
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. and their lives are individual in their needs and wants. 
Ministers particularly have many extraordinary problems 
with regard to unforeseeable sickness and accidents. 


and HERE IS A NEW “CUSTOM-BUILT INSURANCE POLICY”* 
TAILORED TO YOUR OWN INDIVIDUAL NEEDS 


IT COVERS: 
Disability at Home 
Disability in Hospital 
Disability caused by Accident 
Disability caused by Sickness 


We have developed a brand new type of Health and Accident In- 
surance, THE ADVANCE POLICY, designed for ministers and 
their families—with the radical new innovation of a graded premi- 
um cost—issued in units—the cost is based on your age at time of 
issuance of policy. The basic $75 unit, ranging from $4.50 a 


quarter for a man under 30 to $8.25 if he waits until 50 or 55% 
IT PROVIDES: 


Hospital care 

Nursing 

Surgery 

and for your whole family, too! 


On EXAMPLES 
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CLIP AND MAIL TODAY > 


ecember, 1949 


It's new—it’s adjustable so that you can build an Accident and 
Health program to fit your purse and ‘personal need. 


If you are a minister or full-time reli- 
gious worker, be sure to write for com- 
plete information. Fill out coupon today. 


THE MINISTERS LIFE and CASUALTY UNION 
(Legal Reserve Life Insurance) 
100A West Franklin Avenue, Minneapolis 4, Minn. 


Gentlemen: Without obligation on my part, please 
send me your latest information describing the NEW 
CUSTOM-BUILT ADVANCE POLICY. 
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The International Family Union, received in 
special audience Tuesday, Sept. 20, 1949, by 
Pope Pius XII, heard an address in which the 
pontiff called upon the press, radio, and motion 
picture to devote itself to the services of fam- 
ily unity “‘rather than debase itself in intrigues 
of divorce and separation.’ Translated from 
the French, and made public later, are the fol- 
lowing comments: 

“Of what aid could be the press, radio and 
cinema and how grave is their responsibility in 
regard to the family. 

“Should not the cinema, in effect, in place 
of debasing itself, place itself at the service 
of the unity of marriage, conjugal fidelity, the 
health of the family and the well-being of 
the home? 

“The people feel the need of a better and 
higher conception of domestic life. The unex- 
pected success of certain recent films are suf- 
ficient proof of that.” 

The pontiff is quoted as “defending the 
family’s rights against what he described as 
fallacious pretexts to place it under full de- 
pendence of the state and public powers to 
ee it serve ends that are foreign to family 
life. 

"The family,” he declared, “was established 
by God as a vital cell of society. Its rights 
and duties are by that fact as old as the human 
race. 
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Leadership 


John 19:4-22. “We have 


a law, and by our 
law he ought to die.” 


In describing the American Occupation of 
Japan in the latest number of the Military 
Government Journal, Robert P. Crawford, a 
former member of the staff of Gen. MacArthur, 
is quoted by Wallace R. Deuel, as pointing out 
at least three major defects: 

1. American officials under-estimated at the outset 
the difficulties of the job which faced them in 
Japan. 

_2. The occupation suffers from bureaucratic- 
rigidity, as orders once issued are seldom revised, 


and continue to be acted on indefinitely, even when 
there is no longer any justification for them. 


3. Gen. MacArthur hasn't been able to get enough 
of the right kind of personnel for supervisory jobs. 

Mr. Crawford, long associated with the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska, both as professor of jour- 
nalism and in administrative Capacities, worked 
in the office of war information in Washington 
during the early part of the war, and later 
taught at the “War Department University” 
for GI’s in Florence, Italy, and served under 
Gen. MacArthur in Japan from 1946 to 1948. 
Further quotation: 
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“Mr. Crawford doesn’t blame Gen. Mac- 
Arthur himself or his highest-ranking staff 
members for the shortcomings of the occupa- 
tion, and says: “It is obvious that neither the 
supreme commander nor the chief of staff can 
be bothered with details. 

“The troubles come from dead thinking on 
a straw-boss level. Primarily it is a question of 
supervisory personnel. 

“What happened was that in the early days 
of the occupation many boys and girls wormed 
themselves into positions of authority and have 
been doing their best ever since to hold on. 

“They have little or no back-ground for 
their respective positions. They are fearful of 
losing out and having to compete in American 
industry or professions. They would just as 
soon an occupation would go on forever and 
ever.’—(News Release, Sept 21, 1949). 

The citizen who pays the bill for all this 
wonders how these boys and girls succeeded in 
“worming in’’—without background or quali- 
fications, when their actions, decisions, and ex- 
ample has an important bearing on world ques- 
tions and decisions. 
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Come Over and Help Us 


Acts 15:36. “Let us go again and visit our 
brethren... and see how they do.” 

Acts 16:9. “And a vision appeared to Paul 
... There stood a man... saying, Come 
over into Macedonia, and help us.” 


“Never had a victorious power rendered — 
such help to a vanquished nation as the U. S. ~ 
has to Germany since the war, and the German ~ 
people must never forget this,’ said Konrad 
Adenauer, chancellor of the new West German 
Republic, during an 85-minute inaugural speech 
after he and 13 cabinet ministers took the oath 
of office, Tuesday, Sept. 20, 1949. 
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In Appreciation 


II Cor, 9:11-15. “Thanks be unto God for His — 
unspeakable gift.” 2 
In appraising her gift to the National Foun- 


dation for Infantile Paralysis, the “Own Your — 
Own Home”’ show at Elizabeth, N. J., awarded ~ 
to Mrs. Anthony Passarelli, 25, wife of a Mil- — 
burn, N. J., policeman, a 61 day, all-expense — 
vacation in Miami. Her donation was the cash — 
equivalent of the prize, given to the Founda- 
tion “in appreciation of the treatment accorded 
her four children, who were stricken with th 
disease this year.” ne ges 


THE SNOWDEN-DOUGLASS 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 
1950 EARL L. DOUGLASS 


This is the twenty-ninth annual volume of this famous Commentary on 
the International Sunday School Lessons. Once again Dr. Douglass presents 
clear, lucid expositions on the Biblical passages. He supplies helpful 
practical teaching aids that teachers and ministers have depended upon for 
years. Stimulating illustrative material drawn from history, literature and 


present-day events enliven the lessons and drive home the essential points 
of each lesson. 


New this year are lists of books for suggested reading and also an 
interesting new introduction on “How Best To Use This Commentary.” 


; These lessons are Biblical in content and Evangelical in emphasis. 
They are indispensable to the work of the pastor, teacher and church 
officer. $2.50. 


at all bookstores 


THE MACMILLAN COMPANY 


60 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 11, NEW YORK 


ehmeucaltt FOLDING CHAIR "44" 


meets many church needs economically 


Comfortable, quiet, convenient—the American “Forty-Four” 
is ideal all-purpose folding chair for choir, Sunday schools, 
socials, banquets, and other meetings. Durable—tubular steel 
frame, solid-steel cross braces. Quiet—folds quickly and 
quietly. Safe—can't tip over in use; no snagging, pinching or 
soiling hazards. Light and compact, easy to store. Five-ply 
uvrea-resin-bonded hardwood seat, durably lacquered. All 
metal parts finished in dipped baked enamel. Replaceable 
rubber feet. Top value in comfort, good looks, durability. 
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American Folding Chair No. o Se ° 
fine construction, with seat and back : = 4: 
upholstered in high-grade brown imita- Grand Rapids 2, Michigan, va 
tion leather. Branch Offices and Distributors in Principal Cities 


For the embellishment of Church Printing 
Our Portfolio of 300 subjects 
FREE to Ministers : 


PRINTING COMmT any: |.- GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO. 


150 NASSAU ST., NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 


December, 1949 : Page 527 


BOOKS 


PASTORAL LEADERSHIP. 
By Andrew W. Blackwood. 
pp. $3.00. 

Out of the experiences of many years in the 
pastorate and a quarter of a century of teaching in 
seminaries the author, who is chairman of the practical 
department in Princeton Theological Seminary, has 
crystallized his best thinking and mature counsel in 
church administration. 

This book meets a real need today. Younger min- 
isters particularly are seeking practical instruction 
and guidance in the handling of the complex problems 
of the modern parish. Teachers also are in search of 
suitable textbooks in the field. Ministerial students 
in both college and seminary stand in need of such 
guidance as this work provides. 

Having tested every theory he proposes in his own 
work, Dr. Blackwood knows whereof he 
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NOW READY... RIE 
WAY TO POWER 
and POISE 


The New Book of 
Daily Devotions by 


E. STANLEY 
JONES 


HERE IS THE KEY to 
more abundant life for 
every man and woman 
today -- step-by-step guidance to the spiritual 
achievement of creative power and sustaining 
inner poise. 

The Way to Power and Poise leads every 
Christian to a living experience of the Holy 
Spirit -- source of all power and poise, ultimate 
solution to our modern spiritual problems. 
Practical numbered steps lead upward and 
onward -- out of self-centered slavery into 
God-given freedom. 


For every day in the 
year -- a brief meditation, 
a scripture reference, anda 
positive spiritual affirma- 
tion = 

--for daily devotions; 

--for group study or dis- 

cussion of the weekly 
themes; 

--for reading, like any 

other book, as a con- 
tinuous whole. 


384 PAGES *® POCKET SIZE * JUST $1.25 
At Your Bookstore 


Abingdon-Cokesbury 
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speaks. His suggestions are sane and practical. In 
Part I, he treats in fifteen chapters the theme: ‘‘The 


Pastor as Executive.”” As an indication of the thorough- 


ness with which he outlines the minister’s task the 
first chapter, which deals with “The Goals of a 
Pastorate,” lists eight major goals and as many means 
of their attainment. Those goals are: 1. New Testa- 
ment evangelism; 2. Christian nuture; 38. household 
religion; 4. church friendliness; 5. community better- 
ment; 6. national missions; 7. universal brotherhood; 


and 8. world missons. The means to those goals 
include: exalting the Church, leading in worship, 


preaching the Gospel, teaching the people, doing pas- 
toral work, counseling in private, praying in the study, 
and planning with care. 

Each chapter is carefully outlined, making the work 


very acceptable as a textbook in the field. At the 
conclusion of each chapter appear selected bibliog- 
raphies, which are excellent for reference or further 


study. 

Tracing the plight of the pastor from the time he 
enters the ministry until he meets the larger interests 
of community and world service, the author points 
out the problems confronting him along the way. He 
observes the resources, analyzes the different kinds of 
boards, treats of problems relating to staff, musicians, 
ushers, committees, community relations, church comity, 
and kindred interests, in all of which the pastor must 
be the leader, counselor, and guide. 

Part II embraces thirteen chapters dealing with the 
theme: “The Pastor as Organizer.” The fields covered 
include evangelism and membership cultivation, Chris- 
tian education, missions and community welfare, 
finances and statistics. Attention is given to the hand- 
ling of various groups, boys and girls, young people, 
the women in their activities, and the men’s club. 
The treatment of matters concerning the budget is 
particularly helpful. All the chapters, in fact, present 
wise counsel and sound principles. 

While the work is intended to be a practical guide 
covering the business of the ministry, it is permeated 
with the spirit of the Christ. The author introduces 
his book ‘ton a key distinctly Christian.” Says he, 
“If any man wishes to excel as a church leader, he 
should live much with Paul, in the spirit of prayer.” 

This excellent volume will undobutedly enjoy wide 
use among students and ministers for many years to 
come.—E, E. Flack. 


THE LIFE THAT NEVER ENDS. 
Thirty Funeral Sermons. Concordia Pub. House. 168 pp. 
$2.00. 

Prepared under the auspices of the Literature Board 
of _the Lutheran -Church—Missouri Synod, these 30 
sermons by two dozen ministers emphasize the tri- 
umphant resurrection promises and carry the assur- 
ance of the Father’s abiding presence. Prepared for 
particular occasions, the sermons, twenty-two from 
New Testament texts and-.eight from the Old, are 
indexed under heads as “Young People,’ ‘Elderly 
People,” “Aged Sufferers,” ete., to assist in finding 
just the sort of material a busy minister may have 
to use on short notice. 
source material in the form of complete sermons which 
will be suggestive of many other forms and helpful 
in providing expositions of suitable texts, as well as 


providing models for the study of young ministers. | 


—Claude Richmona. 


¢ 


THE CHURCH’S MINISTRY. 


T. W. Manson. With preface by Henry Sloane Coffin. an 


Westminster Press. 114 pp. $2.00. 


The scholarly professor of exegesis at Manchester : 


University in this earnest and able little book states 


The Expositor : 


Here is a useful volume of» 


ae 


ch 


is contentions that the Church is the Body of 


frist, that there is only one “essential ministry, that | 


f the risen and ever-present Lord, that all other min- 
btries are derivative, that it is the Church which is 
ipostolic, that the things that validate any ministry 
tre the call of Christ and the gift of his spirit. As 
he Church is the Body of Christ, it is one in virtue 
bf its ownership of all its parts. There is a deep 
ense in which what we call “our unhappy divisions” 
re not really divisions. There is only one body of 
Ybrist. He holds that “the true task of those who 
are about ‘reunion,’ is that of realizing more deeply 
ind expressing more perfectly a unity that already 
*xists by the will of Christ, a unity that exists in 
spite of divisions, anathemas, and mutual unchurch- 
ngs. a unity that both transcends and defies these | 
livisions.” All this is very well, and the author well 
supports his contentions from Scripture, history, and 
reason. Many who will go thus far, may hesitate at 
is next step, “mutual eligibility of Church members 
ind mutual eligibility of ministers, leading to free 
intercourse and exchange at the Lord’s Supper and 
in the pulpit. However this may be as to his infer- 
ences, the professors basic contentions appear well- 
founded and the book cannot be read without great | 
and timely profit—Paul H. Roth. 
‘ST. PAUL THE TRAVELLER and the ROMAN 
CITIZEN. 
By W. M. Ramsay. Baker Book House. 402 pp. $3.50. | 
This is a reprint of tle standard work which was 
first issued in 1895 by the eminent layman in the 


‘Church of Scotland, who for years was professor of | 


humanity at the University 
than a half century it has been used as a textbook 
and reference work in the principal seminaries and 
Bible colleges of the English-speaking world. 

Many students of Scripture have often asked the 
question: “Why have Ramsay’s work been so popular? 
Why do they continue to hold interest long after 
their day?” The answer is simple. Dr. Ramsay was 4 
scholar. He delved deeply into archaeological research. 
Although a layman, he was a devout student of Scrip- 
ture. He made his researches in the very footsteps of 
Paul. Furthermore, he had a special interest in 
personal details and incidents in the churches which 
Paul established. Added to all this is the fascinating 
style with which he presents his fresh insights. 

It is no wonder that there has been a demand for 
the reissuing of this invaluable work which was for 
some years out of print. Baker Book House deserves 
the appreciation of all Bible teachers, pastors, and 
students for initiating the publication not only of this 
standard work but also of other writings of Prof. 
Ramsay.—E. E. Flack. 


of Oxford. For more 


THE MAN FROM NAZARETH. 
By Harry Emerson Fosdick. Harper. 282 pp. $3.00. 

Here is an unusual book from the mind and heart 
of an unusual man. Dr. Fosdick has once again 
placed us in his debt by the patient and inspired 
research which he has brought to bear upon the 
greatest of all themes. Jesus of Nazareth. His pur- 
pose is to help us to see this “Teacher come from 
God” with greater clarity and understanding than ever 
before. He does not attempt a biography as such, but 
a study of this “Strange Man” in reverse, that is, not 
by reconstructing the character and personality of 
Jesus but rather by discovering how this character 
and personality bore down upon the “stuff of life” in 

that first century world and caused life to re-act 
_and find itself as has never happened before nor since. 
_ With this approach in mind the author proceeds to 
study Jesus “as a real man” from the standpoint of 
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To Own and To Give 


THE GOSPEL and OUR WORLD 


By GEORGIA HARKNESS. What our 
churches must do to link the Christian Gospel 
more closely to the needs of the common 
man. The author analyzes the present state 
of-our churches; discusses the need for a 
closer tie between theology and evangelism; 
portrays clearly the needs and desires of the 
average layman; and describes the contem- 
porary scene. $1.50 


PASTORAL COUNSELING 


By SEWARD HILTNER. A dependable 
guide for every pastor who wants to help 
people help themselves. The author has 
combined his wide study and experience 
with the best findings of pastors, counselors 
and psychologists. Illustrated with typical 
interviews. $3 


PASTORAL LEADERSHIP 


By ANDREW W. BLACKWOOD. Practical 
suggestions for well-rounded and _ easily 
adaptable programs, in which every layman 
shares happily and productively in the work 
of his church. $3 


TALKS TO YOUTH 


Edited by GORDON C. SPEER. Eighteen 
prominent ministers, educators and youth 
leaders discuss life’s goals, attitudes, ideals, 
choices, opportunities, etc. Rich in illustra- 
tions and adaptable to time and place, the 
chapters afford unusually fine talks for school 
assemblies, worship services, and other youth 
gatherings. $1.50 


WHEN THE LAMP FLICKERS 


By LESLIE D. WEATHERHEAD. Twenty-one 
reassuring sermons for those whose faith is 
flickering because they find religion irrelevant 
to daily living. Honest, warm-hearted mes- 
sages that speak to men and women today in 
terms of their own experience and air} 
2.50 


At Your Bookstore 


Abingdon-Cokesbury 
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the crowds, the scribes and Pharisees, the self-com- 
placent, the religious and moral outcasts, the women 
and children, the militant nationalists, and the Jews 
with a world-wide outlook. There are eleven full 
and thought-provoking chapters, and no one will read 
these pages without feeling that he is reading about a 
Man, unlike any other in all history, spiritually at one 


with God, morally fearless, uncowed by tradition or 
untrammelled by outworn codes, a Teacher, Leader, 
Saviour. 


Dr. Fosdick has written so convincingly and compre- 
hensively that it is difficult to explain why he did not 
complete the portrait of Jesus as His contemporaries 
‘saw Him. It is at this point that the book loses its 
proper climax, its greatest value, for the author fails 
to deal with the Man from Nazareth on His cross and 
in the shining splendor of His resurrection. Certainly 
what Jesus said and did in His earthly ministry pos- 
sesses intrinsic worth, but all that He said and did 
possesses infinite meaning because He endured and 
triumphed over the “scandal of the cross,” and all 
that He endured in “taking up His cross,’’ was vindi- 
cated and glorified in His resurrection. These facts 
are integral parts of the personality of Jesus and 
must be put into the. picture if we are to grasp why 
the Man from Nazareth did not die in vain and why 
the Church, the body of Christ, has survived kings 
and empires to this day. 

The. book which Dr. Fosdick has given us, despite 
its incompleteness and proper climax in the portrait 
of Jesus, is exceedingly worthwhile and provocative 


of much good thought. The author has done one very. 


valuable thing in conclusion, namely, included four 
indexes which will make these chapters easily approach- 
able for study and reflection—John W. McKelvey. 
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VICTORY OVER SUFFERING. 
By William Goulooze. Baker Book House. 150 pp. $2.00. 

This personal testimony of the author and of many 
who answered his questionaire is a very helpful treat- 
ment of the vital problem of suffering, in a unique 
form. Seven questions are presented concerning God’s 
relation to the problem—Is God In Control? Does 
God Care? Does God Answer Prayer?—and_ seven 
about man’s relation to victory over suffering—Can 
Faith Heal Me? How Can I Take Suffering? 
Do I Fear Death?—ranging from the problem of why 
I am sick to what shall I do with Jesus Christ. All 
are directly personal. 

In each chapter the thoughts 
supplemented by paragraphs and sentence quotatons 
from his correspondents, Scripture quotations and 
poetry. The author is a seminary professor who had 
to win his own victory over suffering and thus entered 
that broad fellowship of which, for which and to 
which he writes. The book is an expression of intense 
faith made stronger by passing through intense suffer- 
ing. Many uses for the book and its contents will 
suggest themselves. It will make an excellent gift to 
the sick, aged or sorrowing, and provide valuable 
material for all who try to bring Christian comfort 
to such persons.—Claude Richmond. 


of the author are 


SCIENCE AND COSMIC PURPOSE. 
Kelvin Van Nuys. Harper. $3.00. 

Francis Bacon once said, “Some books are to be 
tasted, others to be swallowed and some few to be 
chewed and digested.’”’ This is one of the latter. In 
fact it will do with a deal of chewing. There are 
two kinds of religious books. First comes the simple 
discussion of everyday problems in an informal popu- 
lar manner. The second type includes books known 
and understood by scholars only. They are books by 
specialists for specialists. This book is of the latter 
type and deals not with intellectual curiosity alone 
but with the deeper, more profound questions of 
existence, meaning and value. In this work the author 
takes the findings of science and works out a unifying 
basis for understanding life. 

The, new naturalism conceives of the universe in 
terms of creative process. This is examined in the 
light of the older, static idea of good and then in 
the new frame-word of a dynamic idea of good. Why 
did not God choose to produce a perfect universe and 
perfect men at once rather than by a slow process? 
Where does evil fit into the pattern? Was there evil 
and pain in the universe before man with free will 
appeared? Often men’s words and theories have hidden 
that which God meant to be obvious. The task of 
man is to find meaningfulness and purpose in the 
pattern of things. 

The author is now a member of the department of 
Philosophy at Long Island University, and received 
his Ph.D. from Columbia University—Charles F, Banning. 


KILLERS OF THE DREAM. 
By Lillian Smith. W. W. Norton. 236 pp. 


$3. 3 
The author of that much-discussed novel, STRANGE 


FRUIT,” has written another book which is destined 


to become one of the most controversial books of the 


coming year. In “Killers of the Dream,” Lillian Smith 
writes out the philosophy which underlies the tale told 
in ‘Strange Fruit.’’ The author says that the book is 


“not a book about Negroes, but the Negro casts a 


shadow over every page, as in the philosophy of Miss 
Smith, the Negro casts darker shadows over every 
phase of life in the South. Miss Smith is a native 


Southerner, raised in the Protestant church atmosphere © bs 
of Georgia, and still a resident of Clayton, a little | 


Why > 


a © 


from 


/ same 
‘worth while book that must be read.—Charles Haddon 


cown in that state. In a manner impossible to an 
outsider, Miss Smith challenges the customs and _ tra- 
ditions of the South with facts, logic, and with a 
genius in writing which makes this -book read as easily 


aS°a mystery novel. 

Unlike the mystery novel, however, there is no 
unequivocal solution of the whole problem on _ the 
final pages. A Southern reviewer of this challenging 
‘volume admits the truth and the pertinancy of the 
indictment in ‘Killers of the Dream,” but timidly 
‘suggests that Miss Smith must not feel alone like 
‘Elijah in the wilderness. The Lord encouraged his 
‘ancient prophet by telling him that he had seven 
ithousand other faithful folks in Israel who had_ not 


ibowed their knees unto Baal. Miss Smith is not alone 
‘in her desire and toil for the removal of black blots 
American life. With her are many 
-seven thousand kindred souls working, if 
manner, at least for the same 


more than 
not in the 


end. But a 


Nabers. 


26 


Lost and Found 
(From page 505) 


their help, and the more people you can get 
to look for what has been lost the greater 
your relief and consolation. It often happens 
that you never recover what you have lost, but 
the fact that others have shared your loss to 
the extent that they have taken time to help 
you has been immeasurably significant. 

Some years ago the president of Kiwanis 
International told the story of ‘the boy who 
lost a dollar.” He had come upon the boy one 
cold, blustery day in downtown Chicago. Snow 
and rain and sleet were all mixed up with 
the weather as the man started for his car 
parked a block away. The ten-year-old boy was 
standing, blue and shivering, in an empty 
store-front enroute. He had been crying and 
he looked so pitiful that the man stopped to 
ask him what was the trouble. 

He answered, “Nuthin’, mister, I'm all 
right.” But when the man spoke more kindly 
and pressed for an answer, the boy said: 

“My father sent me after some groceries and 
gave me a dollar to pay for them. My hand 
musta’ been so cold that the dollar slipped 
without me knowin’ it and I’m afraid to go 
back home without the groceries.” 

The man told him it was too cold to stand 
there and assured him his father would surely 
understand, but the boy shook his head and 
said: 

‘I’m all right, mister. You go on "cause 
ou don’t know my dad. He’s a little drunk 
and he will near about kill me. So I am going 
to wait till he goes out, or to bed.” 

The man then asked where the grocery store 
was and the list of things the boy was sup- 
posed to buy, and told him to come over and 
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the would buy the things for him. The bill 
came to 90c. On the impulse he gave him the 
dime change and told him not to say anything 
about losing the dollar to his father. The boy 
got as far as the door after thanking the man 
sincerely, then he stopped and set the groceries 
down. He came back and put his arms around 
the man’s waist and with his voice choked 
up a little he said: 

“I wisht you was my daddy.” 

I need hardly say this story is a parable of 
our own time and we collectively and individ- 
ually have reason for infinite rejoicing, for to 
‘our rescue has come none other than the Beth- 
Jehem Babe, our Saviour, and the prime pur- 
pose of His birth is to “save that which was 
lost.” We don’t need to indulge in wishful 
thinking, wondering who will deliver us and 
recover for us our lost riches. We have Jesus 
our Lord. In Him’ we need only live and move 


and have our being, and all the things which 


we have lost will be added unto us. In Him 
is life, and all we are asked to do is to walk 
in His light and to abide in His truth. Seek 
Him, and ye shall find; ask Him, and it shall 
be given unto you; knock at His door, and He 
shall open unto you of His treasures! 
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INid- Week Suggestions 


I. Tragedies and Trifles 


Organ: ‘Melody’ —Engelman. 

Invocation: ‘From a babe thou hast known 
the sacred writings which are able to make 
thee wise unto salvation through faith which is 
in Jesus Christ.” 

Hymn: “This My Father's World.” 

Psalm: 116, responsively. 

Hymn: “Ye Servants of God.” 

Scripture: Matt. 5:1-16; 7:1-11. 

Hymn: “God of the Earth and Sky and Sea.” 

Meditation: Psalm 147 “The Lord taketh 
pleasure...” 


They said it first of a great literary genius: “He 
is not one of those silly men who make tragedies 
out of trifles, but one of those rare souls who make 
trifles out of tragedies.” 

That one sentence told me enough about his 
character to make me want to know him. That one 
sentence fell across the threshold of my mind, and 
pretty soon nearly all the men and women I knew 
were trooping by, and arranging themselves in two 
great groups. 

On the left side of my mind-gate were those 
who make tragedies out of trifles. I see them every 
day—the men and the women with their little griev- 
ances, their petty misunderstandings, their insane 
jealousies, their overgrown bump of envy, their 
pompous strides with huge chips upon their should- 
ers — all of them inclined to blow up a molehill 


into a mountain, and all of them obsessed by a — 


sense of their over-importance and all of them habit- 
ually looking for something owt of jomnt. When one 
spent three hours trying to reach an editor to com- 


plain about a lack of credit given him in a minor ~ 


matter, the editor was justified in saying as the 
person left his office: “Watch out at the step across 
the door, there is a half inch crack in the plank on 
the floor, you might fall through.” 

On the right side of my mind-gate were ranged 
those who make trifles out of tragedies. I see them 
frequently, but not nearly so often as I see the other 
sort; nor do I see them in such great numbers; but 
how eagerly do I seek them, those who have some- 
thing deep within their souls to lift them above 
pettiness and selfishness. When they face a moun- 
tain, they climb it as though it were only a mole- 
hill; and when they are misunderstood, condemned, 
face sorrow, they continue serenely onward, drawing 
their resources for the life journey from a God who 
giveth both strength and joy to His chosen leaders. 


One group finds a coming storm in the brightest ~ 


morning; the second senses daybreak in the dark- 


est night. One group subtracts from the total joy ~ 


of human happiness; the second adds smiles and 
contributes laughter to the most difficult day. 

It is better to make a trifle out of a tragedy than 
to make a tragedy out of a trifle. 

Grant us, O Lord, Thy sense of values; and give 


a 


unto us Thy scale of values. For Jesus’ sake. Amen. — 


—Charles Haddon Nabers. 


Hymn: “Father, All Glorious, . . .” 
Reader: ‘The Call” by Thomas Curtis Clark. 


Hymn: “Just As I Am, Without One Plea.” 
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| Prayer: (Especially for grace to seek the will of 
(God in our choice of decisions, whether that choice 
sgives us temporary comfort or added trials and 
responsibilities. ) 
Hymn: “Lamp of Our Feet .. .” 
Benediction. 


Organ: ‘Reverie’ —MacFarlane. 


Il. Keeping the Pass Key 


Organ: “Invocation” —Capoce, 

Prayer: “My soul doth magnify 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in 
Saviour.” 

Hymn: “Hark, Hark, My Soul.” 

Psalm: 147, responsively. 

Hymn: “Brightest and Best .. .” 

Scripture: 1 Thess. 5:3-25. 

Hymn: “Come, Holy Spirit, . . .” 

Meditation: ‘Prove all things; hold fast that 
which is good.” I Thess. 5:21. 


One of John Oxenham’s poems of the First World 
War is a letter home from a British soldier, ordered 
to the front after a period of training in a camp not 
too far from his loved ones. The letter says good- 
bye, as good-bye should be said, when the writer is 
soon to face extreme peril. It is filled with declara- 
tions of love, and then closes with a bit of poetry 
which says: 

“I’m sending you my keys with this letter. The 
key to the office and the key to the lock box, the 
key to the garage, and the key to the barn; I shall 
not be needing any of them in the place where I 
am going, and I return them to you. But, I'm 
keeping my pass key. One of these days I shall slip 
home again, and you will hear the turn of the pass 
key in the lock of our front door. I cannot part with 
the key which opens HOME to me.” 

This poem is a parable; a study in values. Most of 
us carry too many keys. We are weighed down by 
the metal, because there is a key to the bank vault, 
a key to the car, a key to the office, a key to the 
kitchen; there may be a key to the other man’s 
house and a key to the locker at the club. Too many 
keys! They cannot all be carried with comfort; some 
need to be discarded. The key to our minds is indi- 
cated by the ones we lay aside, and those we refuse 
to give up. ; 

The latch key to Oxenham’s poem is not only 
the key ‘of supreme importance so far as life here 
is concerned, but it is a symbol of the key that 
opens the door to Eternal Life. We can discard the 
keys that refer to business; that indicate pleasure; 
the keys to wealth and fame, social standing, but 
we must hold on to the key to “Our Father's House.” 
This is the pass key always needed. 

It is not a good idea to place such a valuable key 
on the ring with a half dozen other keys of little 
importance. It deserves a unique place of its own 1n 
keeping with its true value; the key that remains 
in our possession when other, keys are put aside. 

If there be a God, and if that God is revealed to 
us in the Person of Jesus Christ, our Saviour, then 
loyalty to Him is the pass key which will open the 
door to our Eternal Home. 


the Lord, 
God my 
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leaders in planning 
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dlelight services. 

Candlelight services 
are effectively used for 
baptisms, young people’s programs, fund- 
raising and installations of officers. Write 
for complete information. 

This folder contains basic ideas for an 
effective sermon, “The Perfect Symbol,” 
which demonstrates 
the symbolism of 
candlelight as_ it 
represents the Light 
of the World. Write 
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Prayer: Straighten out our sense of values, 
O God, for Christ’s sake. Amen. — Charles 
Haddon Natbers. 

Hymns “Rise Up, O Men of God = 2 = 


G oO W me & Pde s “Your Better Self” —Alfred Grant 


Write for FREE Choir Gown Style Hymn: “O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee.” 
Book C17, Pulpit Apparel Style Book 


Prayer: (Especially for courage and grace to dis- 
P67. Ask for Budget Payment Plan. : rag : 
Picttirmacion dachnadiocines sale. card the worthless luggage of life, that hinders us 


y E +R» MOORE COMPANY from accepting the opportunities that are placed in 

Ana 932 Dakin St. 11 West 42nd St. our paths hourly by the Holy Spirit, beckoning us 

= pat rtatel aA dy bra aS to accept the challenge of real Christian living.) 
Hymn: “A Charge to Keep I Have . 
Benediction. 


Organ: “Allegro Maestoso’—W est. 


CHOIR VESTMENTS III. Let Us Pray as We Run 
CLERICAL SUITS All sincere prayer should result in acts. Prayer 
CASSOCKS SURPLICES is, therefore, work and not merely words. The 
STOLES little girl who was afraid of being late for school 


missed the whole point in prayer when she said to 
her sister: “Let us stop here and pray that we may 


RABATS - RABAT VESTS 


COLLARS not be late.” Her wiser comrade replied: “Let us 

BLACK CLERICAL SHIRTS pray as we run.” Prayer should always be more than 
words. The youngster was impotent who prayed 

CHURCH HANGINGS that the bird trap just made by her brother might 
ALTAR LINENS not catch nor kill any birds; but she became potent 


in prayer when she arose from her knees and went 


Cc. M. ALMY & SON, Inc. out to smash the trap. 


: u Four big words starting with the letters which 
peer enthee vow ete ok eee constitute this little word, Acts, suggest the four 


essential elements which should characterize all true 
prayer. 


The first element is “Adoration.” The Psalmists 
PIPE ORGANS emphasize adoration frequently. “‘O Lord, how excel- 
lent is Thy name in all the earth.” “Lord, Thou 
of Distinction hast been our dwelling place in all generations. Be- 
AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. 


fore the heavens were brought forth, or even the 
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 


earth was formed, even from everlasting to ever- 
lasting, Thou art God.” 

The second element is “Confession.” Many scrip- 
ture prayers which have the stamp of divine 
approval were characterized by confession. Cried 
David: ‘Against Thee, and Thee only, have I sinned, 

4 and in Thy sight this evil is done.” Sobbed the pub- 
CHOIR GOWNS lican in the temple: “Lord be merciful to me, a 
PULPIT VESTMENTS - : sinner.” Daily should we confess our sins and seek 
Hangings - Ornaments : divine forgiveness. 

and Supplies The third element in prayer is “Thanksgiving.” 
Catalog Free on request “O bless the Lord, for He is good, and His mercy 
THE C. E. WARD CoO. endureth forever.” “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and 
New London, Ohie forget not all His benefits.” A gracious God should 

be thanked for His graciousness each day. 

The fourth element in prayer is ‘Supplication.” — 
“Create within me a clean heart, and renew within 
me a right spirit.” “O Lord, if Thou wilst, Thou 
canst make me whole.”” “Let the words of my mouth | 


and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in Thy 

SUEY IA : april os sight, O Lord, my strength and my Redeemer.” Our 
saxegs : supplications will of necessity go far beyond our 
: ouehe MEMORIAL a and family needs. Our supplications should — 
BULLETIN BOARD ‘ty Gonp ; € sincere but not selfish. To the old saint came 
LETTERS pe <a PLATES ff: his two married daughters. One said: “Father, pray _ 
FR r P_7 3 for rain, my husband's crops will be ruined unless 
BRONZE TABLETS we have rain in the next few days.” The other said: - 
W. L. CLARK CO.,iNc. “Father, pray for sunshine to continue. My husband's — 
Manufacturers Since 1914 & pottery will be ruined if rain comes within the 


52 LAFAYETTE ST., NEW YORK 13 
SEPARATE LITERATURE OF EITHER ON REQUEST 


next few days.” ‘What brings blessing to one per- 
son may bring ruin to another. In our supplication _ 


The Expositor 


the phrase: “If it be Thy Will’? should not only be 
formed upon our lips, but its imprint felt deep 
within our hearts. 


\s Prayer: Dear Lord, with adoration we venture 
into Thy presence. We confess our sins, and we 
thank Thee for Thy many mighty gifts to us. Grant 
wus those things Thou knowest best for each of us, 
bbut fail not to give us Thy Presence always. In 
Jesus’ Name. Amen.—Charles Haddon Nabers. 
Reading: “Let Us Plant Our Feet On the High- 
away.’ — Lucia Trent. : 


Let us plant our feet on the highway 
Along with broken men, 

And the bitter breath of the tempest 
Let us find again and again. 


The cry of their blasted dreaming, 
The taste of their failure’s brine, 
While the mice of hunger are gnawing 
At vitals of brain and spine. 


Let us plant our feet on the highway, 
Along with broken men, 

Who are marching across the ages, 
Over and over again. 


For never until we have fathomed 
The anguish of flesh and soul, 

Can we gather the titan power 
To make humanity whole. 


as as 
__sT oS 


Our Future as a Nation 


“Think It Over’ by Herbert Hoover, is 
printed in exerpt-form in Reader's Digest, No- 
vember, 1949, pages 15-17, and may be ob- 
tained in reprint form by addressing— 


Reprint Editor 
Reader’s Digest 
Pleasantville, N. Y. 


Prices indicated are 10 copies fore25C 25 
copies for 50c. The reader is also referred to 
“Three Billion Dollars a Year for Federal 
Waste,” June, 1949, issue of Reader's Digest. 
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Write for catalogue 
C-17 (choir robes); 
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Sees Extra) 
NO STENCILS 


Make original list 
on your typewri- 
ter. Address cards, 
envelopes, circulars, etc., at the rate of 20 Pi minute. 


See your office supply dealer or send us his name and 
we will mail complete information. 


treuted’ CHURCH BULLETINS - HONOR ROLLS 


Send for FREE Catalog con- 
taining illustrations and prices 
of the various types of bulle- 
tins made by us. A post card 
will do! Please mention name 
of your church. 


ASHTABULA SIGN COMPANY 


Ashtabula, Ohio 
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church appointinents we produce 
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Church indows 
ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 


802-808 N. Second St., St. Joseph 12, Mo. 


Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained, 
and Ecclesiastical Glass 


Send us the sizes and shapes of your windows 
and we will submit quotations 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings - Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers - Communion Linens 
Embroideries - Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 
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to the church and clergy 


cox SONS & VINING, Inc. 


131 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N.Y. 


GOWNS 


Greenville, Illinois. 


Choir and Pulpit 


Fine materials, beautiful 
work, pleasingly low prices. 
Catalog, samples on request. 
State your needs, name of 
Church. DeMoulin Bros. 
& Co. 1153 S. 4th Street, 


CHURCH BULLETINS 


Scriptural — Artistically Designed 
Large Assortment — Self Selection 
Lithographed — Special Days — General Use 
Be Sure to Get Our Free Catalog and Samples 


ECCLESIASTICAL ART PRESS 
LOUISVILLE 12, KY. 


“THE SANITARY’ cocci, CUPS 


CONVENIENT, NOISELESS AND SANITARY 


7 Our communion set as illustrated permits an impressive — 
You Can Print Cel mamenien er 


Your Own Bulletins field in communion ser- 


iy Church calendars, letters to members, vice. Available in ma- af 
f ecards, notices, programs, etc. Do them hogany, oak or walnut in ale 
Keo at cost of paper and ink only. either 25, 36 or 49 cup “Ummm 
§ ave money. Solddirect from factory only. size and can be stacked ee UT 


’ Raised printing like engraving too. Good 
{ea income printing for others in spare 
N ae eh beers be pap Pays es = 

&- self in a short time. Easy rules supplied. 

aN Write for free catalog and all detaids. SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE 
Kelsey Corp., R-32 Meriden, Conn. Box 396-Dept. E. Rochester 2, N. Y. 


Circular and quotations on request 


THE ANNUAL INDEX — VOLUME LI 


JANUARY, 


79) 5) UNE a eee eee eee eee rr eee : 21, 289 
Action vs. Words eee ASS 
Adventure 30 
Adversity ..............161, 208, 292, 
321, 366, 368, 456, 469 
Advertising Church ............ 444, 512 
BASIC TICE) mbes. cence ane 234, 266, 


269, 305, 356, 372, 461 
Ancient Landmarks, Nabers...... 350 


Armistice (Poem) , 851 
ALoMue) Ya.) 22-4..222.. 395 
Attendance ..........274, 409 
Bible ........ 74, 168, 318, 324, 400, 456 
Bible Arrows, Flack .................... 343 
Body ot -Chist(0)s2-2 2 191 
Book Reviews ..34, 77, 122, 164, 
208, 254, 294, 327, 379, 430, 
481, 528 
Book Shelf, Gibson........................ o71 


Brotherhood  ........ 17, 30, 60, 65, 
146, 280, 357 

Call-to Nollow<..s0c:2022 Aes 

Candle Sermon 


Challenge  _.... 
Character .......... 25, 69, 70, 104, 
’ 119, 159, 864, 370, 422 
Children ..............30, 68, 70, 100, 
149, 294, 309, 409, 422, 429 


VO) vu oF a oes Sneek Rar era At ive ee 513 
Christ, a Blessing... a 
Christian Standards 
Christmas ........ 59, 207, 259, 315, 
852, 358, 458, 460, 476, 496, 499 
506, 508, 514, 516, 520 
Christopher's Clitb®.38- 22282... 149 
Church Builder ... 
Church Fires ..... 
Church Methods 
145, 189, 284, 275, 
811, 352, 404, 456, 508 
Chureh) Wniona 5 2... 16, 56, 
275, 288, 310 


Page 536 


1949 TO DECEMBER, 1949 


GENERAL 
Citizenship ........ 72, 73, 235, 237 Faith: Mecket.. 2 se ee 
257, 293, 305, 324, 325, 326 Faith, Mills ..... dabas egenangty ee 
356, 372, 404, 444, 474, 478, 513 Family Week ..........:....... 60, 106, 200 
Clerey —Internes= 4.25.20 een 107 Bear,-<..2 te --895, 410, 447, 519 
Comfort _ 206, 285, 455 Fellowship ..... ...17, 30, 60, 65, \ 
Compassion .............. : ..136, 139 146, 280, 357 
Commonplace In Life 7... 196 Financing Church ....18, 59, 60, 
Communion saat Oy, Lhd, 146,280 69, 71, 81, 84, 106, 111 
Communism ..236, 237, 240, 288, 335 120, 125. 325, 406 
Condemnation .... Flag Day Program 7 : : 
Conscience. ....... re Folding Doors 
Gansect aHOR - Forgiveness 000... 288, 325, 372 
ontentment e Forti i 
Conversion ortitude 
= Lee Freedom . 
257, 288 sta 
Co-operation _...................29, 96, 288 Fresh Air 
Courage............ 13, 161, 200, 212 Funeral _..... 
292, 320 Gambling: = 
Crime tes 3 eee 278, 426, 474 Good Friday..........102, 110, 114, 125 
Cross. ......67, 102, 125, 136, 139, Good Land, Young... 266 — 
144, 158, 157, 282 Goodness .... 60, 450 
Decision sie ke Fe ees 476 Good Sermons, PU: seteeeeeenee 
Dedication ................ 18, 51, 150, 312 Grace, Riches of, Britt...2............ 
Dedication (Memorial).......... 14, 57 Greatness nese 
Delinquency .......... 106, 278, 426, 474 Growing Old S 
Despair ce ae ...13, 290 Habits «--152, 203, 232, 284, 352, 360 — 
Diploma Mills .. ee DNB e Handicap a. gece eer 15 
Discouragement 288, 321 Happiness .................. -202, 248 
Divorces ta cent pee haan oe 191 Hear Yourself Preach..........148, 233 
Faster 58, 101, 144, 145, 160 Heaven,) Soper ea 2 ed 143 
Editorial ....12, 56, 100, 144, 188 Heroism 29, 62, 72 7 
232, 279, 309, 350, 402, 451, 506 His Sufficiency (3.4.0 504 
Enthusiasm... , 286 History sMatters05.0..0, 5) ees 62200 
Education Week ..284, 309 Holy Spirit, The............ 167, 168, 236 
ee es eae ae en ae 293 472, 522 — 
Evangelism 12, 21, 29, 54, 101, Homes 2221.42 110, 149, 235, 243, 3 
103, 155, 818, 472 ; 278, 291, 378, 404, 474 © 
Bey foie evdoe ape ht sor guean yk SO 459 Homiletic Method, Faust... 348 
Examples, Living ........ 110, 235, _Honesty . 23, 25, 69, 116 — 


E 
‘ 248, 278, 878, 404 Oeste ssa P me 
Faith ....18, 57, 63, 76. 150, 2277 Hamiligi cic wee. aa ee 4 

316, 823, 341, 370, 412, 466 Ice Breakers... 1S 


lilustrations ....29, 70, 118, 161, 
204, 248, 291, 328, 370, 424 


266, 269, 
356, 372, 461 


yunior Sermons . 


-27, -69, 115, 
159, 202, 247 


» 368, 420, 


Labor-Management Supper ...... 316 


Land We Love, Mattice.............. 269 
Layman Activities .... d 
Leadership ............ 

Lenten Sermons .. 

WeGuor §2x6.... 58, 252, 253, 402, 458 


113, 146, 280 


83, 125, 149, 427 


arriage-Family ... 149 
Marriage, Macartney . ... 194 
en in Church........... -1s, 19 
ee ans 278 
125, 167, 
9 20 427, 478, 532 
WMinister, The ................ 183, 249, 392 
WMinisterial Training -.................. 62 
Missions ....18, 20, 23, 
56, 199, 240, 359 
LS SURE as 0 See 160 


MMoney ...... 18, 59, 60, 69, 71, 81, 
84, 106, 111, 120, 125, 325, 406 


BIOPANGY: Soo... 243, 360, 450 
!Mother’s Day ............ 58, 72, 119, 
162, 200, 291, 378 
LMoative for Living..................... 395 
‘Music, Ministry -.... S. 419 


Neglect ............ 
BIGW Year ct. 
New Year’s Prayer 
‘Obedience -_........-...... 
Old Age, McKelvey. 
Old Home Sunday 


Over Quotation, Macartney.. E 
a eee 353 
Palm Sunday . 104 
Parents ......... 1l 4 

, 378, 404, 474 


Pastor, The 278, 397, 404 


Patriotism: 266, 269, 
305, 356, 372, 461 

le: er eae 59, 60, 76, 96, 
351, 416, 426, 454 

Personality. 25.2 18, 25, 108, 
148, 171, 210 
Peon te hoe Pe 408 


Pilate: _... _. 288 
Polities - ..167, 293 
Power .. a , 289, 999 
Prayers < 13, 19, 103, 110, 


'Preaching Program, Thomas....-511 


Practitioner, Bousman 183 
Preaching, Snavely ........- 

re ACTIN = a cease 

Promises of God, McKelvey....- 466 
Propaganda .... 167 
Purpose. <....-..-. 161 
Pyramid-Club for Christ... 192 
Pyramid of Prayers .................-- 237 


Race Relations....12, 14, 40, 325, 357 
Rally Workers 60 
Recorded Sermons ..-. 

Redemption ~......... 6 


Reformation .......-------------------=- 
Religious Education.. 
Remoer Barriers 

Repentence  .....-------- 
Resentment, Clarke -..- a 
4 Responsibility .....12, 15, 38, 
| 82, 118, 326, 


“Resurrection, Copper ..--.-.--------- 141 
Resurrection, Meckel.. 


Safety Zones .... 
' Saints, Meckel 
= EAL ae ery ee ; 
_ Saviour utline) -... 
' Sermons ....20, 64, 108, 151, 194, 

2 238, 280, 316, 347, 
360, 412, 462, 514 


E December, 1949 


119, 149, 160, 250, 318 — 


Sermon Series, BaKe?-.........-10-0--- 184 
ROY =) 8 | 32, 66, 193, 196, 
204, 247, 292 

Seven Words (Cross)..... 
Shine Your Light 
ST ess eeeencevces: 93, 
Social Conscience 
SHOE TO Wi ieceaatscnaccscearsece 
Special Services 
Souls or Sales 
Soul Shipwreck, Macartney.. 
State and Church............ 


Stewardship ..18, 59, 60, 69, 71, 
81, 84, 106, 111, 


Suffering .......... 21, 72, 120, 186, 821 

Suicide .... = 

alent ones 

Temperance ............ 58, 252, 253, 402 
458, 522 

Emap CG GLO N aeoa haath ccaresstexsncccsceek 9, 822 

Thanksgiving ........205, 404, 405, 


Theology and Poets ... 
RELIST Bieckeseer ee ater 
Tolerance ys, Goodw 
Topics and Texts 

Trouble : 


Vacation pspceka...cx 
Vacation Bible School... 
Visual Education 
Vocation 
War 


Washington-Lincoln .... 
Watch Night .............. 
Weakness of Times . 
Witnessing .......... 20, 28, 81 

Youth Program .............. 32, 107, 314 


ARTICLES 


After Resurrection, Copper........ P41 
Arrows In Bible, Flack “e 
Bibles, My Four, Brawnstein.... 400 
Cooperation, Helfenstein e060 
Ecumenicity, Smith .......... 
Eternal Child, Macartney. 


God In World, Helfenstein.. 501 
Goodness, Bragg .....- 450 
Heart of Cross, Beck.. 139 
Hear Yourself Preach... 233 
Heaven, Soper -..:......-.-<acs.-. . 143 
Homiletic Method, Faust............ 348 
Letting God Interfere, 

MeKelvey, a eee 9 
Life’s Philosophy, Banning.....<... 452_ 
Lost and Found,-McKelvey...... 504 


Minister-Practitioner, Bousman 183 
Motive for Living, McKelvey.... 395 
Open Door, The, Braunstein.....- 7 


Pastor, The, Thorne.....- aoe: 
Preaching, Snavely .....---..--- Z 

Preaching Program, Thoma 
Redemption, Viele 
Religion a Force, McKelvey.......- 
Religious Freedom, Nygaard.... 305 


Resentment in Life, Clarke........ 447 
Riding For A Fall, Helfenstein 399 
Sermon Series, Baker .........----.--- 184 
Sermons That Stick, Laurence... 347 
Setting Sun, McKeivey..........-.---- 345 
Teaching Religion, Richmond... 95 
Theology and Poets, Smith. 807 
Tolerance, Boddie ......-.. - 507 


Unbelief, Meckel <7 606 
CHURCH METHOD 
Achievement Aims .............----------- 17 
Advertising eee E512 
Afterglow Hymn_Singing.. 406 
Aids in Church Planning.. 18 
America for Christ... 234 
America on Guard ..... 237 
Art Work for Churches.. 278 
Attendance Plan ........- 276 
Audio-Visual Guide ... 15 
Baby-Sitting Teachers .. 149 
Bee Gee Windows .... 147 
Believe, Do You . 150 
Bequests Me 106 
Better Youth Programs... 314 


Bible wPlays ooo ee 2 
Bible Reading Program 
Blessed (Poem) 


Blind Boys Compete with 


MECN BOYS) veccsresssrcsvactesecestecscs--- 411 
Blind Foreman Sees Plant........ 411 
Body of Christ, Woodson... 191 
Book Catalogues ........ . 294 
Brotherhood 857, 359 


Building Church Attendance... 409 


BUTI S + LOW weavevsecreccteuevennsecnere 357 
Bureau of Architecture . 404 
Camp Leadership ...... 2258 
Candle Sermon. ..... 852 
Care of Marble ... 315 
Challenge to Worker: 355 
Chaplains Memorial ..... 57 
Cherub and Angel Choirs 315 


Children’s Prayers ......... . 457 


Child Training ..... 63 
CRIN. .ceeccareh ee 513 
Christian Home 2385 
Christian’s Business 853 
Christmas (4000 years). % 59 
Christmas Spirit ..... . 815 
Christmas: 3-fold 458 
Christophers 149 
Church and Ecor e.. 15 
Churehes and Washington .. 18 


Church, ‘Builder .aa2e te 89 
Church Building .... 
Churches Are Burning 
Citizenship 
Clergy Air Fares 


Clergy and Businessmen... 461 
Clergy Internes,..2 2322.22 ee Oy, 
Comics, Radio and Children...... 294 
Communism” }25.0.20382. 146, 236 
Communion Service ...............-.... 508 
Co-operation, Inter- 
denominational’ \o.c..---o.coe 275 
Crying Room ...... 147 
Decision Week . 460 
Dedication  ...........: sre &3 
Dedication Service ... ..57, 812 
Dedication, Windows .... 150 
Diploma Mills ...... 278 
Doesiter aye 278 
Easter Dawn Service . 145 
Easter Music ........... 58 
Education Week ......... 234 
Encyclopedia of Humor 105 
Enriching Worship .. 276 
Evangelism, .2....28h.:..... 103 
Evangelistic Campaign 813 
Faith in Oneself....... 63 
Faith-Vocation  .......... ‘18 


Family-Week, May 1-8 . 60, 106 
Favorite Sermons 
Fellowship Binder 


Film (Quest for Tomorrow)...... 59 
Financing Chureh. ................ 359 
Five-Year Program . 460 
Flag-Day _ ........- 189 
Flow, Not Jerk . 18 
Foreign Cousins -... 148 


Foreign Missions 
Freedom 
Freedom for Working Man. 
Freedom Foundation .......... 
Fresh Air in Churches. 
Gambling . 
Goals for 1949. 
God's, Plan 224-seeawt= 
@od Works Through Us. 
Good and Evil. 
Good Friday °.s:-........... 
Greatness (Commence! 


Greatest Story Recordings........ 59 
Growing Old. .........-...--.------ .. 512 
Habits. ae. . 852 
Harvest Festival . 457 
Heating Plants .. 147 
Here I Stand .... 409 
History Matters .......... 62 
History of St. Stephen’s.. 190 
Hollywood Theme. Story... 237 


Holy eSpirit essen ee .. 236 
Home Coming Service... Y 
Home Department 
Horse Sense 
Hospital and Sickroom 
Ice-Breakers 
International Relations 
Journalism, Religious ....... 
Labor-Management Supper 
Lay Activities. ....2.............--- 
Layman Dentist Speaks 
Layman Participation ... 
Leadership: Qualities .. 
Lenten Sermons ..... f 
Letters Can Revive 

iii aig Re: eee Rewer h Mer rca 407 


Letters to Jack . Ae rie he 
Lite that Never Ends.. = ahs 
2 


Liquor Advertising ... 
Marriage Certincates .... 
Marniage-Family Laving..... 
Meaning of Lord’s supper.. 
Meaning ot Prayer ............. 
Melody Choir ....... 
Men Working ....... 
Microphone stand .. 


Ministerial ‘raining 62 
Minister’s Voice ...... 148 
Ministry of Music ... 410 
Misguided Children . 149 
Missionary Effort .. 359 
Modern Child .... 457 
Modernfold Doors 277 
Months in Parody 855 
Mothers’ Day ........... «ay OS 
My Faith Looks Up. . 456 
My Pastor’s Pastor......... - 404 
National Expenditures 192 
Near Bast a...20kscccccnvere 147 
New Addressing Machine 16 
Office Equipment ............. 458 
Old Home sunday ........ 19 
One Thing I Do, Moody. 63 
Other Wise Man............. 460 
Our Children Will Know. 409 
Overcome Your Fears 410 
Palm Sunday Service.. 104 


Parcel Post Sale....... - 147 
Parish Buildings J 

Paste Formula 
Philosophy of Civilization.. F 
Picture Dictionary ........... . 105 


Playing Church ....... 61 
Please Pick Flowers. 411 
Polio Precautions ... 235 
Power and Poise . 513 
Praise. the Lord 228s ees 459 
Prayer terse een 110 
Prayer For Students... 406 
Praying Christian ... 149 
Preaching Program . 511 


Preaching Unashamed. ................ 190 
Preaching Values in Philemon... 408 
Problem Of. Wiyil-cs ete 

Protestant Newspaper .. 
Pyramid Club for Christ. 
Pyramid of Prayers...... 
Quarrel Clinic ............. 
Race Relation Sunday. 
Rally Day 2.2.-25.5..53 
Rally Theme: Peace... 
Recorded Sermons... 
Religions, Minority .. 
Religious Education 
Righteousness (QO) .... 
Rural Life Sunday.......... 


Sammy Sunbeam Letters.. - 409 
Sacred Music ...............0... . 278 
Saviour (QO) ...... =. 858 
Scouting, EN) 0 eee ee ae 193 
Scholarships for aes 

of War Dea 


Scrap Books .......... 


Secret of Meeribad.. 234 
Sermon, For What. 191 
Service Suggestions 411 
‘Sexton’ 7.3.2 .2e 853 
Smoke Screen ... 410 
Sound the Jubilee . 405 


Studies in Romans ...... _. 407 


Subscription Renewals 315 
Summer Conferences ........ 235 
Sunday School Attendance. 512 
Talent Unto Each. ........... 60. 
Ten Commandments ............. 5138 
TV Use Urged for Churches 
Thanksgiving Service .. 408 
Thanks To God ..... 405 
Thought For Day . 104 
AGHA ETT dae eer - Caeie 159 
Today's Burdens 456 
Trouble at Door ..... 358 
Turning Up Lamp. 13 
U. N. Prayer Chapel. 237 
United Protestantism 16 
Upright Scaffold ....... 17 
Usefulness Training ... 2384 
_Use More Movies, ete, | 407 
Vacation Bible School 236 
Vacations ........... Rs 276 
Walking With God... 
Watch Night—......... ...509, rit 
Weakness of Our ape ues 404 
We Are The church. w=» 818 
When Ye Pray......... arellS 
When You Move..........cccccc 1 OLB 


Page 538 


W.C.T.U Diamond Jubilee 
Work Books tor Bible Schools: 
World ot Make-believe... : 
Worid Order Day 
World Without E£nd.... 
Worship Commandments 
You, Me, and America : 
Your Community’s ‘leachers.... 
Youth Program 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


Appreciation 
Be A_ Builder... 
Beautitul View 
Bible instead of Bombs 
Big Job—Big Salary 
Biessed (oem) 


Boy Preacher Milked Cow 
Bright Yhrough Use.. 


Jesus Among U 
Jesus In Our Place. 


Kindness Not Wa 


Length of a Man.. 
Let Us Live It... 
Life’s Pages 
Lift Eyes (Poem) 
Life’s Highway 
Lifting Power 
Light and Hope.... 
Liquor Offenses .. 
Little for Many... 
Living ‘Things ... 
Love Exalts = 
Major Crime on Increase. 
Make It Christmas.. 
Mankind-God 
Master Builder ...: 
Measuring by Photo... 
Mercy, Masefield .... 


Buuding, Ruskin 
ing Our Nation 
Burden Bearers ... 
Busy Americans 
Calm After Storm, Cee 
Carpenter’s Son a 

Challenge of 1949.. 
Chance Designs 
Character-Deeds 
Chathams Bequest . 
Christian Pedestrian . 
Christian Home ..... 
Church Members ... 
Citizenship ets lacs ilities.. 


Moments of Rebirth... 
Mother’s Love 
No Room Left. 
Not Too Old 
One Thing I Do 
Opinions Not Enough. 


Peace (Poem) . 
Perfect Will -. 
Portrait of Lady... 
Potatoes and Point 
Power Without Scruples.. 
Praved, Wiseman 


Clip Every Bud. 
Close to Christ... 
Come Over and Help Us 
Comfort For Some 


Prayer, a Mother’s 
Production, Not Reproduction. 
Public. Opinion ~3"- 22s = 
Pulling Together 7 
Quick Decisions 
Remember God .. 
Resolve, Gilman 


Right Side Up Peop 
Sang to Mother 
Schweitzer’s Work . 
Screamed For Help. 


Corruptible Body 
Courage Through Chr 


Debt to Preachers. 


Direct the Light... 
Divine Justice .. 
Divine Library 
Divorce Rate Declining 
Doing Unto Others 
Dollar Please ... 
Dream Years . 
Drink, Swales .... 
Education vs. Training. 
Effective Ammunition .... 
Envy, Don’t Waste Your... 


Shovel or Trumpet... 
Shun Not Struggle... 
Sin-possessed Man 
Something Means Nothing. 
Sow and Reap 
Spirit of Good-Will... 
Spiritual Issues .... 

Stepping Stones 
Still Have My Head.. 
Suffering Servant 
There Came One Kneeling... 
Things and Money............. 
Throw Out Evil 
Time To Stop. 

Today, Poem .... 
To Hear in My Heart... 
Training School, 
Traveler’s. Aid 


Faith Tempers Acts 
Father’s Love, The 
Fellowship of Suffering. 
Fifth Columnists 
Finding Self 
Five Errors .. 


Forgive To Forget.. 
Framework of Life... 
Freedom in America 
Frog Forced Men From Work.. 
Germans Paid For All 
God Is Near 


Treasures of the Church. 
Tries Hearts, Oxenham 
Troublesome Conscience .- 
Unlocked Doors . 
Unrecognized _ ..... 
Upward Road 

Useful Christians 
Victory, Croly 
Vital Source OF Information. 
Waiting. Permission 
Whither America 


Gracious Touch 
Great Among Us 
Hammerstrokes 
Handicapped, Help RCTS 
Bene. a Challenge... 


Holding Pay, Tone.. 


Holy Sp fit’ 


Hope—Don’t Quit 
Hope For Peace.. 
Honest Man ... 
Hour of Trial... 
House Beautiful .... 
Housewife’s Prayer 


Humble Life Blessed Are i Be Boehr: 


Called To Be Saints, Mecke. 


gan We Thank God? Folprecht 418 
gan You Stand It? Cole............ 469 
thrist and Sport, Abbe . 364 
Yhrist, Contemporary, Thorne... 155 
Whrist, Unchangeable, 

ECCT UNC oon snnccnngevnetecn casetavase 157 
Yhristian Potential, Nygaard.... 413 
Hoak Left Behind, Nygaard.... 196 
comfort or Challenge, Copper.. 28% 

mmunion, Macartney 
ftross Remains, Harkey ae. 
iverlasting Gospel, Kitching...... 2 
werst. Cry,  Wwyleé............ 
Hell On Earth, Tiemeyer.... 
Went To Arabia, Macartney.. 320 
fests is al Keast 


vesus Is Alive, Meckel. = 
uight in Darkness, McKelvey... 108 


wight in World, Meckel 240 
Marriage, Macartney ...... 194 
Mortgage on You, James Be kd 
Music in Your Soul, Baker........ 366 
Dur Mystic Fellowship, 

ETE 3 TY 2 a ep 280 
Peace, Price of, Wyand..... 416 


romises of God, McKelvey........ 
ow in House, Nabers...............- 
ssearch Warrant, McKelvey.. 
luipwreck, Macartney . 
‘Star of Bethlehem, Erickson... 
upreme Witness, Helfenstein.. 153 
hanksgiving (Nehemiah) 


Snavely  ......... fe ee ce 462 
"This Child, MacArthur............-~ 516 
TThings That Endure, 

Braunstein 


Thy House, Macartney. 
TTruth, Nygaard aE 
YWhat Christ Means to Me, 


Meckel 25 
YWhat Is a Christian, Macartney 20 
When Discouraged, Meckel........ 288 


When in Rome, Nygaard.. 
’Why? Broadus ae 
Why I Am a Christian, Young 25 


AUTHORS 


.Abbe, Harry A. G. 


Christ’ and.” Sports. ._..,4:..- 364 
_Baer, Arthur R. 

Believing-Seeing —.................... 466 
Baker, Gordon Pratt 

Jesus Stood Still..........-......... 316 


Music In Soul...... 
Sermon Series -.............. ; 
Banning, Charles F. = 


Rite fe niosophy..<.2.-<.---<--.— 452 
Beck, Victor E. 

Cross, The 139 
Bender, August 

Up cice aS. Se 351 
Bennett, Henry W. 

LDV: Fc ES We es eee 103 
Bousman, Gary 

Minister-Practitioner -..........--- 183 
Bragg, G. Roy 

Goodness-Religion  ........-..-------- 450 
Braunstein, Richard 

Heor, tne Open. 7 


Four Bibles .. 


Hobab, Be A .-....... . 455 
Things That Endure -..........--- 245 
Broadus, Robert 
Why Not Believe..................--- 412 
Clarke, Wayne C. 
Resentment In Life.................- 447 
Cole, William H. 
SOE UE ALC eco ar cee nae 469 
Copper. A. Wallace 
Beliefs Make Us Strong........ 2! 
Comfort or Challenge........ BEZaD: 
Resurrection j.2=:..3-4-g== ~ 141 
Cottam, Joseph A. 
Dedication Service ...........--.---- 13 
Faust, Alfred Luke 
-_ Homiletic Method ...............-..- 348 
Flack, Dean E. E. 
| Arrows In_Bible.........-..---------- 343 
 Folprecht, William 
- Thank God AlwayYSs........----------- 418 
Gibson, George Miles 
_ Preacher’s Book-Shelf -.......... 271 
Harkey, W. Franklin . ' 
Cross Remains, The..........---.- eG 
_ Hel enstein, Roy C. 
® Christian Unity 2-2-2. 
Life’s Highway .-.- ie 
Riding For Fall -......------------ ss 


Ten Commandments . 


Witness, The Supreme....... d 

World Co-Operation ................ 96 
James, Richard L. 

Favorite Sermons ..................-. 311 

Mortgage On YOU.................0 111 


Kitching, John W. 
Gospel Everlasting ................... 282 
Laurence, G. W. M. 


Sermons. Vhat “Stick.....:......3: 347 
Loehr, Franklin D. 

Blessed Are They.............00.0-5< 200 
McKelvey, John W. 

God and Uur Virtues.............. 9 


Light In Darkness 
Motive For Living <A 
Promises, Standing On.... 
Religion A Force. 4 
Search Warrant .. 6 .. 318 
SOC 2 SUN ee xcicncsactancnses 845 
Macartney, Clarence 2. 
Arabia ..... ditesisereastensee Ee 


Beasacecnrerase 108 
. B95 
. 464 


227 


Christian, What Is .. 20 
Christ, Unchangeable .. 157 
Communion Sermon .... 113 
Marriage ceess. cists. 194 
Over-Quotation —...... 53 
Seen In Thy House...... 243 
Soul JSRID WHECK fs: 2 oeccccscki be cass 362 


Mattice, Gordon W. 
PESTA WG IOV Oia. cectncccnstecne as 269 
Meckel, Aaron N. 
Christ Means to Me, What... 25 
Discouraged 
Evangelist, You An . 
Jesus Christ Alive... 
Light in World.......... 
Saints, Called To Be 
PSUR MOR AEN le tee Coe eat eapetsereree 
Mills, Edward Laird 


Waste Palth ..co nese cat ee 2O8 
Nabers, Charles Haddon 

Church I Won't Attend.......... 310 

Good To Look Back... 

Intimations ae 

Row In. Meeting House............ 65 


Rule of Conduct 

Wit's) Bnd ee ee ee 
Nugaard, Norman E. 

Christian Potential 413 

Cloak Left Behind 

Religious Freedom 

Truth, What Is ..... 

When In Rome 
Paterson, William Tait 

Dedication-Fellowship Hall... 312 
Richmond, Major Claude 

Teaching Religion ................-.-- 95 


Smith, Fred 
Boumeniby: .s2s-.5--------:- 
Modern Poets 

Snavely, Frank R 


Preaching Without Text........ . 229 

Thanksgiving  -.....-.-------------------- 462 
Soper, Prof. David W. 

Heaven, Dimension Of...........--- 143 


Staver, Harry W. 
Good Friday, Seven Words.... 102 


Thomas, Milton 


Preaching Program .....: ees 11 
Thorne, Milton M. 

Christ, Contemporary ......--.-.--- 155 

Pastor, LENG pose ne 397 
Tiemeyer, T. N. 

Mystic Fellowship ......-..----------- 280 
Viele, Francis C. 

Redemption .......----.------1-----e0 186 
Woodson, Robert S. $ 

Body of Christ.....-..:-------------+-- 191 
Wyand, Fred B. 

Peace, Price Of.....--.--.---.-------- 416 


Wyle, Edwin 
Beginning, The 


Good Friday ........-- : 
Young, S. Edward 
Christian, Why I Am............-- 23 
Young. Walter R. . 
* Good Wand © ..2i2ie-2si-e-wacsecenecceees 266 
(ee pyih ot lp eee eee ee ees 101 
Zahniser, Charles R. 


In The Garden.............---0---------+ 808 


Lift Up Your Eyes, Lusk.. 


JUNIOR SERMONS 


Boing ae Witness ccs cncecestesctess-.- ATT 
Bell Out of Tune.. . 472 
Charging the Battery..... 247 
Cold or Warm Blooded... 27 
Colored Glass Windows. 69 


Deeps Draile:<ilvnais.ceee . 208 


Easter Cocoon ... 160 
Flying Zeppelins 69 
Getting Home ......... 27 
Hills of Difficulty 368 
Hold on String... 116 
Lawrence. .......... 250 
Little White Lie . 116 
Making Mistakes . 160 
Making Paths .. . 159 
Noisy Cars . 369 
Prize Bloom: s.......---- .. 422 
Putting Up Your Tent. . 471 


Reaching Goal —..........- Seed 


Rusty Pipes ...... 208 
Seeing Eye, The. 28 
Slippers and Lamp: 422 
To Make a Fog....... 420 


Train Not Wrecked 
True Happiness .... 
Watch That Stopped... 
Windows for Soul ae 
Your. Life Movies: tinesnccccsccne- 2 


POETRY 


A Good Land, Young 
Blessed Stee 

Building 
Builders 
Burden Bearers, 
Canaan? o2ke 25 Stee 
Challenge (New Year).. 
Confidence, Clay 
Cross, The - 
Dawning ........ nae 
Evangelism, Spencer 
Evening Mirage ......- 
Maithe Batra a ---5 
Faith and Hope, Neal. 
Freedom, Whittier .... 
God Is Near, Martin.. 
God's Will, Cushman.. 
Heart Of Man, Kemp.. 
Hill to Climb, Bridges... 
His Grace, Britt... 
Hope, Lewis ...... 
Hosanna, Young .....-...---- x 
Housewife’s Prayer, Baker... 
Humble Life, Guest.......- 
If Nobody Cared.........-..---- 


Living Church, Crane...... 
Love, Mathewson .... 
Mercy, Masefield 
Moment of Rebirth, Sangster... 479 
Mother’s Prayer, Clafford........-- 291 
My Guide, Skinner......- 88 
My Hand, Skinner.. 3 

My Soul, Browning.. 
My Task, Young...... 
Original Day, Wells 


Over Flow, Fletcher 85. 
Peace, Bender ...- B51 
ray Clee eee ee 160 
Remember Your Creator............ 345 
Resolve, Gilman .....-.----- ... 83 
Solvent epee ee 84 
They Prayed, 168 
Time ; 212 
Toda $ 
Tomorrow, Havergal . 37 
Treasure In Heaven. 2 825 
Trials, Oxenhan .... Bet 
Unfailing Light . ... 846: 
Victory, Croly 5. nas 282 


Where There’s Drink, Swales.... 253 


MID-WEEK 


Achievement 
Aim of Life 
Building for Tomorrow.........-..---- 257 
By Their Deeds Ye Shall Know 428 
Clear Sky Ahead..... 

Cross, Offence-Glory 
Day of Thy Power. 
Difficulty _......--------- 
God’s Love Within R 
Keeping Pass Key. 
Legacy 


sifeS#PACRWAY, wacom satteniceetce 479 Jer. 40:1-4 (I) John 2723/7 D) eserees eee 162, 522 
Living Now ... . 478 Jer, 4921-11 a John 8:12 (1)..... - on 
Love the Lord... .-- 168 Lam. 8:55-64 (I)... sieSe John 11:40 (S)... 468 
Many Voices ...... -. 167 Ezek, 37:1-9 i John 12:45 (1)... 31 
New Road Ahead... Set Joe] 2:18-27 John 13:34 (I 30 
Pray As We Run... -. 584 Micah 6:1-4 ( John 14:15-10 (1) 472 
Shine Your Light... -- 210 Micah 6:1-8 ( John 14:24 (I) 162 
Social Security ....... . 876 Micah 6:6-9 ( John 26 29 
Stones on Shoulders . 38 Hab. 2:12 (1) John 526 
Tragedies and Trifle 5382 Mal. e039 bis. John 153 
eheee ue Dry Bones. va 109 Matt. John re 
sg Oe aed I Sai a ne R1 Matt. 2: Acts 2 
Matt. 5: Acts 526 
Matt Acts 2 478 
SCRIPTURE TEXTS Matt” Acts ATA 
I—Illustrations rina 5:20 ate ie 
O—Outline Matt. : Acts 366 
P—Prayer Meetings , Matt. 6: mats 20 
S—Sermons Matt. Acts 280 
eel SB (Oe ee eee ctece te, ee 150 Matt, Acts 2 29k 
Gen. 3:19 (1)... _ 372 Matt. Acts 82 
Gen, 11:3- ° i. = 201 Matt. Acts 161 
Gen. 27:1 (I)..... ays Matt. Acts 26:9 81 
Exod, 18:20 (1)... . 162 Matt. Romans 1:1- 198 
Exod. 80:11-16 ws 2828 Matt. Romans 1:15 360 
Exod, 32:34 (1)... .. B25 Matt. 8 be Romans 5:38 (1)..... 251 
Ezek. 18:1 .. 524 Matt. 9:9-13 ..... = 5 Romans 5:19 370 
.. 168 Matt. 1 Romans 8:1- 479 
ws. 524 Matt. Romans 9:20 ( 121 
_ 425 Matt. Romans 12:17 161 
: 168 Matt. Romans 14:7 ( 370 
Balai Matt. Cor, 1221. (DP). 22 eee 161 
_ 150 Mate : ae 1:27 he 2a 
37 Matt. or; 2:2 6 
37 Matt. I Cor. 2:24 161 
38 Matt. aS I Cor. 9:24 (1) 370 
292 Matt. Ase es I Cor. 10:21 (1) 74 
. 200 Matt. { Cor. 11:24 (0) 191 
- 474 Matt. 3 I Cor, 13:12 (S) 245 
. 516 Matt. 18:11 (1)... I Cor. 15:3 (P) 126 
Res .. 292 Matt. 19:14 (I)... I Cor. 15:58 (I) 521 
Bled (S)ae . 362 Matt. 19:30 (I)... I Cor. 16:13 (I) 292 
II Sam. 22:17-28 (1) .- 324 Matt. 20:1-22 (P).. I Cor, 16:13-16 (1) 393 
I Kings 19:4-9 (S).... . 288 Matt, 20:21-28 (I). 323 It Cor; 4:3-10 (1) 204 
If Kings 2:2 (1).. eE=i29 Matt. 20:27 (I)... 324 II Cor. 5:1-7 30> 
1 Chron, 251). 2203 Matt, ripe Ay: IT Cor. 8:17 2 
n - 2 att. 21:22 (1)... 524 or. 8:1-7 29. 
Neh. 2211-18 ......... - 812 Matt. 21:42 (1)... 258 II Cor. 9:11 526 
Psavells (ose Benes Matt. 22:16 (1) 1638 (I Cor. 12:9. ( 371 
Psa. 103:14 (1). 523 Matt. 24:35 (S) 282 Gal eae Sts) 320 
Psa. 147 (P).... 532 Matt. 25:15 (1) 424 Gal. 2:20 (1).. 871 
en le a Matt, 25:37 (1) 31 Gal. 3:1 (P).. 257 
Ree hin : i9 Matt. 26:2 <P) 82 Gal.) 6:7.-1)= 118 
sooheea (De ae Matt. 28 2155 ee 71 Eph. PT (DE 120 
{ ; att. 28: 155 ph. 2:1-10 258 
ted we ao Ds: ts ys Mark 1:17 (S).. 64 Eph. 4:4 (S)..... 280_ 
Job 34:21 (I) - - rs Mark 1:40-41 (1). 424 Eph. 5:20 (1)... 204 ~ 
Prov. 11:31 (8). a 518 Mark 5:18-20 (P).. 427 Phil 1 s13'4(S) 360 
Prov, 14:22 (1). = 624 Mark ogo (yc te Phil. i735" 0B) a7 
a Q : = Mar 76 i :7- 37 
pie CO 522 Mark 10:7 (S) 194 Phil. 3:12 (1)... 161 | 
Psa. 18:12 (P 310 Mark 10:38 (1)..... 70 Phil. -3:20-21 (I). 324 
Psa. 18:20 (P Seat Mark 10:13-16 (1).. sia Be Phil. 4:4-8 (S)..... 471 
Psa. 18:28-82 (1) aa Mark 10:14 (I)..... at) Phil. 4:4-15 524 
Psa. 21:4 (1)..2 suey a 10:49 (S)... - 816 eee es ae 204 
Psa. 25:4 Gee 35 ark 11:22-24 ..... PH ij ess, 4:9 ar 1235 © Se 
Psa. 34:1-19 ‘ ~ Mark 14:3-11 (P). . 168 Uy, Thess74::16: (eee ae i. 1185 
Psa. 40:8 WD) eo Fd ae aioe mri 3 a x es 5:3 Ee: _. 58S 
Psa, 42-7-11 (P).. . 427 ait (1)... a ess. 5:17 (I). 
Psa. 46:10 rie ~ 32 Luke 2:14 (S) - 416 I Thess. 5:18 (S 
Psa. 100 (P)... 12 Luke 3:13 (I) 372 Tim. 1:15-20 (P). 
Parte 107215 (1) aie hee oe Gs 476 Luke 4:16 (S). . 65 II Tim. 1:12 (S). 
Beaeyt2 021 (1) me see aes we 358 Luke 5:4 (1)..... seed) I Tim. 2:19 (I 
Baan 121) (De 351 Luke 6:20 (I)... - 161 II Tim, 4:13 (S 
Psa. 148:10 (I).. 292 Luke 6:46 (T).... Sei Hebr. 3:4-6 (I)..... 
Psa. 144:10-15 424 Luke 9:23 (S)... - 158 Hebr. 3:6b (I).. 
Psa. 145:18-19 (I). . 424 Luke 12:20 (S). 3) Sur Hebr. 4:14 (n- 
he “g9~. Luke 12:20-23 (1 . 824 Hebr. 5:2 (1)... 
Joes _ 82 es meen (P 257 Hebraic (Desa 
. 167 uKe 26':81........... 15 be Vhs 
mae 161 Luke 19:41 (I) . 120 Sante coe Schnee: 
372 Luke 21:28 (S) - 240 Hebr. 10:9 (1) 
ce? . 7, Luke 22:19 (S)..- -118 — Hebr. 11:13-3 ( 
_ 204 Luke 23:1-26 (P). STIG Hebr. 13:8 (S ‘ 
4 Luke 28:84 (I)... . 326 James 4:8 3} i 
BS 323 Luke 23:84 (S) 110s Pet. 2:1-7 (1). 
162 Luke 23:39 (1)... - 168 I Pet. aS I 
F (1) 
82 buke 24:3 (1) eens wa 25) I Pet. 8:15 (S)..... 
168 Luke 24:36 (P)) a Sea Ses as 0): 
: 4: an ved et. 4:16 (S)_.. 
. 247 John 1:9. (E)...... or 81 II Pet. 8:11 (S).. 


108 I John 1:5-7 (O). 
tba As 
: 2 ee ohn 4:15- 

874 John 38:8 (I)...... etsy Rev. 1:16- an an 
. 119 John 4:20 (1)... 476 Rey. 7:16 (I). 
} . 88 John 4:28 ee 318 Rev. 1:18 (S). 
Sten ost ee 426 John ae GP) aia eereeeed inion 167 Rev. 21 Seen (0). 


DECEMBER, 1949 


GENERAL ILLUSTRATIONS 


PRICES ARE DOWN ON 


mercentising: <2 vi. 519. Appreciation -....................-.... 526 Cotrell and Leonard 
Bbook Reviews _.... __...<.....59g Christian Home .................... 522 
“all to Follow.............. _.. 591 Citizenship - eects One PULPIT GOWNS 
hina SS _ 513 Come Over and Help Us.... 526 
Mhrist, a Blessing.................... 499 Defiance -........ . 521 : 
“hristian Standards ............ 504 Dollar Pease we 524 
Shristmas. ...... 196, 499, 506, 508 Finding Self. ....... : 523 
514, 516, 520 Fifth Columnists eras Send For Our 
Hhureh Methods .........<.+-...-.. 508 Framework of Life........... 528 Price List 
Mrizenship <.c sce. 518 Holy Spirit eee ty Fs 
Bendemmnation -:..2.-s-2-~..:..-- 499 Honest Man ....2:cc...cncu.. 524 
Beriintinloete: ook eee S06. Leadership. .....cc.0.c 526 
‘Fear Bes 4510) Lites Hichway «<0. in. 535 
Growing Old . 532. Lagquor Olfenses ss.4..<::— 522 
His Sufficiency ead ectiiving ~ Lnings 2505-6. 52 
Holy Spirit, The. 522 Prayer ..... EN nee Od and up 
Illustrations _...... 581 Throw Out Evilu.............. 524 
Incarnation ................. SRD Ae, EO OSLO sh ekeeden cece 523 
YMidweek Suggestions 532 Upward Road ................... 522 
MNew Year .....501, 504, 509, 510 Useful Christians -................ 522 Choir and 
MNew Years Prayer -.:..... 510, 534 Youth -... x es Soe S25 Judicial Gowns, 
[Preaching Program, Thomas 511 
HRemoved Barriers . 507 MIDWEEK Academic Caps, 
BRewards 518 Keeping Pass Key..... 5 Gowns and Hoods 
sSermons — te ok Be sig Pray As We Run... 53 
Special Services _........ 508, 509 Tragedies and Trifles_......... 53: 
RE ADET ANCE, | 522 SCRIPTURE TEXTS 
Tolerance vs. Goodwill... 507 ]_dhlustrations 
Watch Night —............509, 510 Q—Outline 


P—Prayer Meetings 

ARTICLES S—Sermons 

Eternal Child, Macartney -....499 = le 
God In World, Helfenstein 501 5°" it 
Lost and Found, McKelvey 504 sa. 103:14 (1)... 


~ 6 od > 
Tolerance, Boddie -.............. 507 Psa. 147 (P).- oe gn 
PEAY” Li vot GO) 


CHURCH METHODS Prov. 14:22 (1)--...-- 
Pow 23°26 11)....--.-4 


Advertising = 512 ae 
China 513 isa -nd9eG) (5S) ae.e 
Citizenship 513 Ezek. = (1) “ 
Communion Service _... 508 rae =p Aba 
Foreign Missions -......--...------- 4 See et 
Growing Old =... 512 Matt. de oes 
Power and Poise............----.--- 513 Matt. 7:24:27 —.... 
La ee Se 510 Matt. 10:36 (1)-- 
Preaching Program .......-..- 511 bere = = se 
Religious Education -......- LF) sie i an eae 
Ten Commandments .........--- 513 John 7:37 (1) ----eees 
Sunday School Attendance 512 John 19:4 (1)------------ 
Watch Night <<... soo sig. Bets 138 (ea 
Acts 15:36 (1)..-..------------- 
SERMONS I Cor. 15:58 (1) 2 INTERNATIONAL 150 WEST 22nd ST. 
Hell On Earth, Tiemeyer.... 518 eve tt Q) * BRONZE TABLET CO., INC. NEW YORK I1,N.¥. 
Incarnation, Keast .....-.-.----- 530 Phil. 44t5 Q) 
Star of Bethlehem, I Thess. 5:3 
TEVICHSOR: ashen 514 Hebr. 10:7 
This Child, MacArthwr.......- 516 Hebr. 10:9 (1) 


= a we! es ee Fe 
2a os ees es os ee e* F* ese a4 
Se 6 ee ee a el eel SS ee — Te 


-Pulpit and Choir- 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


Church Furniture - Stoles 

2 Embroideries - Vestments 

= Hangings - Communion 
Sets - Altar Brass Goods 


J 
CATALOG ON REQUEST \< 


Ya 
a ) 
os 
CHURCH GOODS 
4 a ina SUPPLY COMPANY 


-23 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, 


December, 1949 


“jf IIIGHLANO, 44L/NO/S 


a LEADER for forty years! 


Perfection in construction, per- 


formance, reliability... and 


aker Book House 


artistically tops! Exp. 


Used Religious Book 
Catalog - FREE 


WRITE TODAY - Dept. E 


1019 WEALTHY ’‘ST,,S.E. 


‘ 
en RAPIDS 6, MICHIGAN 


IN it 
STEEL Jap! 
LK 


Write For CaTALoc 


J.P. REDINGTON & CO. 


SCRANTON 2, PENNA. 


WHERE TO BUY CHURCH 
EQUIPMENT 


ay 


ALTAR WARE 


Sudbury Brass Goods........ 535 


BELLS AND CHIMES (Tower) 


Maas Chimes .- icc 31 

Meneely Bell Co. .............. 54% 
BIBLES 

National Bibles ~_........... 531 

WESTMINSTER PRESS 544 
BULLETIN BOARDS 

Ashtabula Sign Co. ......... 535 

Wal.) Clark /0.4.Ines=...4 bad 


CANDLES & CANDLE SETS 


Binkay Candles, 2.2.22... 533 
CHAIRS AND TABLES 
(Folding) 

American Seating Co....... 527 

Chair Co. of America........ 532 

Monroe: (Coss <5 494 

Redington & Co., J. P..... 542 
CHURCH BULLETINS 

Bee], Art: Press.:2 seen. 536 


NATIONAL REL. PRESS 495 
Woolverton Pr. Co 527 


CHURCH FURNITURE 


GOWNS (Pulpit and Choir) 
Bentley & Simon 


Collegiate Cap & 
Gown C0. i.66.8saceeee 535 


Almy, 


Cotrell & Leonard, Ine..... 541 

Cox Sons & Vining............ 536 

DeMoulin Bros. .--- 536 

Moore; (BE; “Rees ae 534 

Nat. Ac. Cap & Gown.... 541 

Ward: Co.; Cy Bee es 534 
INSURANCE 


MINISTERS CASUALTY 525 
Presby. Ministers Fund.... 494 


MEMORIAL TABLETS 


Int. Bronze Tablet Co._..... 541 
MISCELLANEOUS 

Goodenough & Woglom.... 527 
ORGANS (PIPE) 

Austin Organ Co. .............. 534 

Wicks Organ Co. 02.2.2... 542 


PUBLISHERS 


ABINGDON-COKESBURY 
498, 528, 529 


Baker Book House.............. 542 
Josephinium Furniture .... 542 Judson <— Press... see 533 
OSsit Cot teas ee ee 530 Macmillan, Co. j222..45 527 
Jo Cau To WorsHIP Redington & Co. J. P..... 543 Eee eee nodes exces se 
ide. ,Gor 2.30 Se ee 
a oo COMMUNION SERVICE 
fENEELY BELL Sanitary Com. Service... 536 SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
STANDARD PUB. CO..... 497 
AENEELY BELL CO DUPLICATORS’ SUPPLIES 
22 clade sides Kelsey Press cccceccecsscceecccsces 536 WINDOWS (Stained Glass) 
TROY, N.Y. 
Master Addresser Co......... 535 St. Joseph’s Art Glass...... 536 


THE JOSEPHINUM CHURCH FURNITURE CO. 


CHURCH FURNITURE 


ECCLESIASTICAL BEAUTY AND DISTINCTIVE QUALITY 
DESIGNED AND PRODUCED 4y 


DEPT. E, COLUMBUS 7, OHIO 


Page 542 


s 


se 


The Expositor 


Sie PEWS, PULPIT 


| 
SN AND CHANCEL Whe AS 
vc! FURNITURE Dit K 


or Noo 
<) COMMUNION TABLES Wo 
=) PULPITS ¢ CHAIRS ( 
SY ALTARS ¢ LECTERNS AS 
BAPTISMAL FONTS MSS 
CS Gothic, Romanesque, Colonial, cS 
(BEN and Early American designs to 4 


i) & = —— = fo \" harmonize with every edifice. 
=) aN ln ( 


Send for illustrated Catalog \e? 


m\ | | SS SS 
2) J | i as 1 Si} Furniture for America’s Churches oe 
SSS} | | ° 
af c i | a a ape Since 1897 


‘J. P. REDINGTON & CO. 


DEPT. 44 ¢ SCRANTON 2, PENNA. 


ees, The Upper Room 
can reinforce 


your high resoive 
for 1950 


For a stronger devotional life in the New Year, 
== resolve now to practice daily devotions more 
regularly, more sincerely than ever before. 
A never-failing stimulus as well as a helpful 
guide is yours in The Upper Room. Containing for each day of the year 
a suggested Scripture reading, a meditation contributed by an outstanding 
Christian leader, a brief prayer and thought for the day. The Upper Room 
will serve as your daily aid to meaningful devotions. 

Religious art covers now in full color. Individual subscriptions. two 
years to one address or two one-year subscriptions, $1.00. Ten or more 
copies of one issue to one address, 5 cents each. 


‘THE UPPER ROOM '23.307°5" 


PELOUBET'’S ii: 


eS 
LS 


76th Annual 

volume for i 9 5 '@] 
The world-famous commentary on 
the International Bible Lessons 


for teachers, pastors, bible students 


by WILBUR M. SMITH 
Published by W. A. WILDE co. 


Boston 16, Mass.’ 


«OO 


0276 533 


No Christmas gift 
will be more cherished 
by any parent, 


friend, or minster 


HERE is the most complete Bible of its kind. 
“A significantly great achievement. Prepared by 


scholars from many different Protestant denomi- 
nations, it makes clear how the Bible came to be 
and what the Christian Church believes about 


it.” — Christian Herald. 


THE WESTMINSTER 


Study Edition of the 
HOLY BIBLE 


@ A self-explaining Study Edition which incor- 
porates the discoveries of modern research in 
history and: archaeology, while yet retaining a 
truly Protestant and evangelical viewpoint. Brings Ate 
the modern reader a full understanding of the 
Scriptures without abandoning the familiar and 
well-loved King James Translation. 


@ Almost 2000 pages, beautifully printed and 
bound. 126-page Concordance. Hundreds of word 
definitions, maps. Complete histories of the Old 
and New Testaments. The equivalent of a com- 
KS plete theological education for the general reader 
whe ia ‘f who reads it intelligently. “A magnificent edi-_ 


foz2s? 
WESTMINSTER PRESS 3 tion!” — Religious Book Club. 
Philadelphia Ate 


$10.00 at all 
bookstores, 


